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Editorial 


IpeAL methods of Library service; this, in simple translation is the purpose before the 
Library Association Conference at MancheSter this year. The first thing that strikes any 
observer is the great variety of current library work. There was a day, so recent that fairly 
young men can remember it, when a Library Association Conference could focus its attention 
upon such matters as public library charging systems, open access versus the indicator, the 
annotated versus the title-a-line catalogue, the imposition of fines and penalties ; in short, 
on those details of working which are now settled in the main and do not admit of general 
discussion. All of them, too, it will be observed, are problems of the public library. When 
those of other libraries came into view in those days they were seen only on the horizon. 
It was believed that there was no nexus of interest in libraries other than the municipal variety. 
Each of the others was a law unto itself, and its problems concerned no one else. 
The provision of books for villages, it is true, was always before the public librarian; he 
knew the problem. In this journal James Duff Brown wrote frequently concerning it ; 
before the Library Assistants’ Association, Mr. Harry Farr, then Deputy Librarian of Cardiff, 
wrote an admirable plea for its development. Wyndham Hulme once addressed an annual 
dinner suggesting it as the problem for the younger librarians. Carnegie money made the 
scheme possible. But contemporaneously with the development of the Rural Library system, 
which now calls itself the County Library system as an earnest of its ultimate intentions, there 
has been a coming together of the librarians of research and similar libraries. We have a 
section for them in the Library Association. 
* * * * 7 * 


To produce the ideal librarian and the ideal stock, for so variegated a crowd of libraries, 
must be, of course, the main subje& of the profession hereafter. The Library Association, 
not without some criticism we believe, has courageously undertaken to make this year as 
comprehensive a statement of those ideals as is possible in the space of a conference. We 
have already stressed the importance of the occasion, and in our pages we have tried to 
envisage some of the standards required. In summary, it is possible that an ideal library 
is one which has in the first place an interested, critical, and aétive public, whatever that public 
may be, which obtains the service it needs. If there is any blight from which a librarian or 
library may suffer, it is indifference. He may find in other circumstances readers too critical, 
unreasonable, undiscerning, but in that event he merely shares a position held by all profes- 
sional and business men. It is a much better one than a position of negle&. The younger 
people of England are more likely, we believe, to be of the critical and aétive sort. If, then, 
we have such a critical public it will surely be one that listens to the needs as well as to the 
defeéts of the library. Once it listens adequately it will not be difficult to convince it that, if 
the library is necessary, it is worthy of support, and as a consequence must function adequately. 
To do this it must be in the hands of people capable of managing it aright. A little refle&tion 
will show that for every type of library this is the philosophy of the position. 
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The first list of delegates attached to the programme just published of the Manchester 
Conference, shows that it will be as well attended as most conferences of recent years. This 
is a matter that must be gratifying to the Council of the Association. Manchester is not a 
pleasure or health resort. It has myriad interests, as any great metropolitan centre must 
have, but those who are alleged to attend for the sake of mere pleasure are not likely to have 
come this year. The attendance list is, we suggest, proof to the Rays of this world that 
professional men do not regard their annual meetings as beanfeasts. 

* * * * * * 


Appropriately, as we go to press, the annual reports of the three great northern cities, 
Manchester, Sheffield and Leeds, have come to hand. Manchester and Sheffield are specially 
interesting because each records the, for them, epoch-making opening of a worthy central 
library, and the results of it; not for a full year, of course, but for long enough to show the 
advantages that a new building, planned in modern fashion, can afford. Some interesting 
faéts emerge. In Manchester central reference library books drawn on request from the book- 
Stack numbered 100,458, but those which the readers found on the open shelves were used 
to the extent of 251,012. The figures might occasion the refleGtion that open access produced 
results at least one hundred per cent. in excess of any closed system, however well-ministered. 
This, as most librarians agree, is true in part, but in the 10,000 books on open shelves are 
necessarily those reference books which “ everyman” uses. Inclusive of those from its 
special departments, 631,066 books were issued from the reference library, which we suppose 
in the largest issue of any municipal reference library in England. That one hundred thousand 
books were actually “ called for ” is a tribute to the quality both of library and readers. 


* * * * * * 


Another interesting Statement from Manchester concerns its famous omnibus library, 
which, equipped as a mobile open-access library, Stands at certain hours to put forth books 
in certain streets of the fringe-areas of the city. Of this the report says that although it “ brings 
quite a serviceable library to the outlying districts, the quality of that service is not so good 
as that provided in a permanent library building.” This is given support by the fac that 
the Wilbraham branch issued 198,000 books of which 44,350 were non-fiction, and the *bus 
185,000 with 27,870 non-fiction or 7 per cent. less. There may be implications for the county 
services in such an experience. 

- * * * * * 

Although more modest in dimensions the new Sheffield central library is admirable, 
and its planning and furnishing have been carried out with that verve and flexibility wnich 
have been associated in the past ten years with Mr. Gordon and his successor, Mr. Lamb. 
Here, although there is a good reference library, spaciously and comfortably housed, the 
emphasis appears to be on the lending library (issues 101,421 and 455,066 respectively) and 
the excellent illustrations show how the increase of 63,512 has been obtained at a time when 
issues generally show a fall, if not a serious one. Spaciousness, light, display furniture, and 
efficiency as a result seems inevitable in such a building. 

Leeds reports that it has new accommodation for its central library in part of 
the municipal building vacated by other departments ; and although the great woollen and 
engineering city has not yet reached the goal achieved by Manchester and Sheffield, it has 
definitely advanced. Whether the adaptation of the old building will postpone indefinitely 
the provision of the new one the city deserves and requires we are unable to say, but we hope 
not. So far, the effects are not reflected in increased issues, but Leeds had almost unprecedented 
library progress in the previous eight years and with increasing employment figures the 
reading has declined 4.27, which is not excessive. It is a curious faé& that the reference issues 
and those of the central lending libraries at Leeds and Sheffield were approximately the same, 
while the greater branch lending issues at Leeds are due to the larger number of libraries. 

' There are many other important and suggestive details in the three reports, to some of 
which we hope to return. 
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Libraries and Literature in Manchester 
By W. G. Fry (Deputy Chief Librarian, Manchester). 


Ir Carlyle’s opinion that Manchester is “ perhaps one of the best soils in this era” can be 
considered a just one it would account for the city’s prominent place in the appreciation of 
the arts, particularly of the drama and music. In the post war years Manchester has produced 
more than its quota of literature of a high standard. Among the better known authors might 
be mentioned C. E. Montague, Allan Monkhouse, Louis Golding, Neville Cardus and Walter 
Greenwood (of Salford). ‘ 

Whether Manchester had been too much obsessed prior to this with commerce and 
industry or not is a matter for individual speculation, but it will not be denied that, but for 
a few exceptions, literary genius had not flourished to an unusual extent. True, the 
Mancunian can point to De Quincey, Harrison Ainsworth and Mrs. Gaskell, he may even 
remind you of Jessie Fothergill and Geraldine Jewsbury (about whom and her conneétion 
with the Carlyles we have read a lot recently), he may add that Frances Hodgson Burnett 
was born in Manchester, that George Gissing and Francis Thompson were impecunious 
Students at Owens College (now the University), and that Filson Young, Gilbert Cannan 
and Judge Parry spent part of their lives in that city, yet he will agree that there had not 
been a superabundance of literature of quality to its credit. 

What Manchester can justly claim for that pre-war period is a healthy literary atmosphere : 
it was very fortunate in its Attérateurs, its literary critics and its public-spirited citizens with 
what might be termed “ the library mind.” From Humphry Chetham, High Sheriff of the 
County, who left a sum of money for the establishment of a free library about the middle of 
the seventeenth century, to the world-famous memorial to her husband of Mrs. Rylands, 
Manchester has not been lacking in library-minded benefa€tors. Much could be written of 
the fight of the citizens themselves for the right to possess rate-supported libraries, but space 
forbids. The culmination of their dreams, however, is the present magnificent Central 
Library and public library system. 

Not only has Manchester been fortunate in such virile citizen readers but it has also 
been very happy in its librarians (using the designation in its broader sense), who were so 
largely responsible in welding and shaping the technical methods of storing and recording 
which are generally in use to-day and which, I fear, are now just taken for granted. The 
librarians include such pioneers as Edward Edwards, Dr. Crestadoro, C. W. Sutton (who 
had the Reference Library classified by Dewey and his branch libraries all converted to open- 
access), L. Stanley Jast (who, amongst other things, revolutionised administrative methods), 
Gordon Duff, Dr. Guppy and Dr. W. E. A. Axon (whose scholarship and bibliographical 
knowledge so enhanced the value of the Greenwood Library for Librarians). Both Ainsworth 
and Byron aspired to the librarianship of Chetham’s, although, for some reason, neither 
occupied the position. John Byron, Jacobite and Manchester poet, although not very well 
known, might, it has been suggested, have become as famous as Samuel Johnson, had he 
been fortunate enough to have had a Boswell to record his sayings and doings. 

Many of Manchester’s authors have contributed quite a lot of local colour in their works, 
Dr. Axon said that a certain group of Ainsworth’s novels might almost be said to form a 
novelist’s history of Lancashire from the Pilgrimage of Grace until the early part of the 
nineteenth century. The Manchefter Man, by Mrs. Banks, Mary Barton, by Mrs. Gaskell, 
Hindle Wakes, by Stanley Houghton—which made his name as a dramatist—and Hobson’s 
Choice—which did the same for Harold Brighouse—are other examples. 

But it is with the diale& writers that greater Manchester holds a foremost place. It is 
doubtful if any county can claim so many pre-war diale& writings of such a high standard. 
The stories and poems of Edwin Waugh, Samuel Laycock and John Collier (Tim Bobbin) 
preclude the fading into oblivion of the Lancashire diale& and the atmosphere of the Lancashire 
workers’ everyday life in the nineteenth century. 
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Business acumen and an acute appreciation of literature by its citizens from the worker 
to the dire€tor have provided Manchester with the finest municipal library building in this 
country, and a glance at the Conference Programme will quickly indicate its richness in 
libraries, other than municipal, of which the most important, apart from those already 
mentioned, are the Christie Library (of the University), that of the Portico, and those of the 
Athenzum and the Literary and Philosophical Society. 

Mention of the “ Lit. and Phil.,” which was established in 1781, leads one to suggest 
that that society, and such others as the Literary Club—established in the middle of the last 
century, and of which a number of local authors were members—and the Dickens Fellow- 
ship must have had a considerable influence on the literary appreciation of the residents of 
the city. 

Manchester’s interest in music and the drama is well known. Miss Horniman’s Repertory 
Theatre and the Hallé Concerts have an international reputation. The library of the present 
Repertory Theatre is housed in the Central Library, and few better examples of an appreciation 
of the value of the library to the citizen can be shown than the gift by Dr. Henry Watson, 
in 1899, of his colleétion of nearly 17,000 volumes of music to the city. This library has now 
become probably the largest music lending library in the world. 

Public-spirited citizens have endowed Manchester with some of the finest libraries in 
existence, knowing well that they would be valued and cared for by a public keenly appre- 
ciative of all the arts. 


The Ideal College Library 


By GeorGce H. BusHne tt, F.S.A.Scot., F.R.Hist.S., F.L.A., etc. 
(University Librarian, St. Andrews). 

Tue Editor’s invitation to write about the Ideal College Library finds me wondering whether, 
after spending a quarter of a century in universities, | have very much more definite views 
as to what constitutes an ideal college library than I had twenty-five years ago. Certainly 
I have very rarely found librarians in agreement on the question, any more than one finds 
architects generally agreed on an ideal style of building for any specific purpose. And very 
few members of the teaching staff in any university or college hold identical opinions on 
matters concerning the library. Obviously the universal ideal is impossible of attainment 
for the simple reason that it does not exist. The word itself is casually and lightly used in 
reference to one library or another almost every day: often enough I hear the library or 
the system at St. Andrews described as ideal, but this common polite usage, with which all 
librarians are equally familiar, does not mean that any of our libraries even approach the 
ideals which we ourselves or those who use our libraries might wish to set up. There are 
the ideal buildings, the ideal furnishings, the ideal catalogues, the ideal arrangement of the 
books, the ideal service—and what about the ideal hours of opening ?—for I have received 
more than one complaint, made in all seriousness, that our library is not open at 2 a.m. ! 

The librarian’s ideal is by no means the most important, and, if it were, is again a par- 
ticular and not a general ideal. Such views as I shall venture to express, with all diffidence, 
may be taken as being some of the many which have been passed on to me by other librarians, 
by numerous generations of students, by youthful and by less youthful le€turers, and by some 
of the most eminent scholars in Britain. These various views on the ideal college library 
have been salted and maybe they have been rendered less palatable and less valuable, by my 
own personal experiences, preferences and prejudices. 

One trend in modern library building appears to be to place the library in a central 
position, as nearly as possible equidistant from the colleges and departments. Adoption 
of -this ideal of centrality and convenience of access carries with it the inherent danger of 
placing the library in the one position which it definitely should not occupy—the most noisy. 
Over-convenience of access may result in inconvenience for study. A college library should 
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be in the quietest position obtainable so long as the site offers no very serious obstacle in 
the way of accessibility. Departmental and class libraries are the libraries which should be 
‘on the spot ” for practical work in laboratories ; the ideal college library is a place of peace 
not a quick-lunch restaurant for mental fare. One does not choose the most central room 
in the house for one’s Study : often the least accessible of all is chosen. And surely a college 
library is a Study, the study provided by a family of scholars and students for the private use 
of the members of that family. 

The buildings, furnishings and decorations of the ideal college library should be the 
opposite of the theatrical type, though one feature should be borrowed from the modern 
theatre—comfort. Architectural dignity, a sylvan outlook, inspiring but quiet decoration, 
solid but comfortable furniture, a particularly unobtrusive service desk or counter, bays 
for private study, good lighting, heating and ventilation, should be the order of the day. 
In my experience more people favour panelling, carving and a few coats of arms for the 
decoration of college reading rooms than any other style, and I share this view. We have 
not yet become so accustomed to ultra-modern art and decoration as to feel entirely calm in 
their presence: the day may come when they will exercise a restful influence on us, but 
that day is not yet. Modern pattern radiators are out of place in an ideal library of the older 
type and should be replaced by sunk pipes or coils covered by grids: space is saved by this 
form of heating and there is more general distribution of warmth. In the store rooms 
modernity is essential and one could hardly improve upon the fittings, arrangements and 
shelving of the stores in Cambridge University Library, the shelving there, incidentally, 
being similar to that installed at St. Andrews some years ago. 

The planning of a new college library should be carried out in direét relation to the 
existing and estimated needs of the institution it is to serve, not to existing models or to views 
expressed by outside authorities. Obviously this does not mean that those planning a new 
library should resolutely avoid knowledge of aétivities elsewhere or should blind themselves 
to good planning in other libraries : to do so would be criminally absurd. 

Research rooms are essential to an ideal college library and separate provision should 
also be made for special collections of incunabula, manuscripts and so on. Only a com- 
paratively small proportion of the books can be placed on open shelves in the reading rooms 
and research rooms, and the teaching staff and probably research students also should there- 
fore be allowed perfeét freedom of access to all stores. In some libraries all students enjoy 
the privilege but I confess to a prejudice against such general opening of stores to new 
Students untrained in library methods and unfamiliar with proper handling of books. I have 
dealt with such questions as this and indeed with most of the other points of this article at 
some length in my book on University Librarianship* and space prohibits full treatment here. 

\ll must agree that in facility for incorporation of new entries the card catalogue is 
pre-eminent, but this advantage is primarily on the side of the librarian, not on that of the 
user. Indeed one seldom meets a scholar with any love for card or sheaf catalogues. One 
advantage such forms do possess over page catalogues from the user’s point of view—a 
greater number may consult them at one time. But apart from these two advantages there 
is little to be said for the use of card catalogues in college libraries, and | am inclined to think 
that these advantages are more imaginary than real. At any rate the great convenience of 
the page form of catalogue to readers must be the prime consideration in the ideal college 
library. As a means to an end cards are perhaps almost essential, but an accumulation of 
cards in drawers should not be confused with an ideal catalogue. An author catalogue in 
page form based on, say, the British Museum rules or modelled on the London Library 
Catalogue is likely to prove as nearly ideal as most of us are competent to attain. The subject 
catalogue should be separate and here again the model of the London Library Subje& 
Catalogue may be taken as a guide in the ideal college library. If the page catalogue is to 
be printed, but not unless, authors and subjeéts may be combined and the great Lindsay 
Library Catalogue will serve as model. 








"* Grafton and Co. 7s. 6d. 
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The library should be classified: there can be no possible doubt on this point. But, 
having adopted or formulated a paper scheme, the librarian of an ideal library will mould 
that scheme to the library and to the requirements of the curriculum, paying less attention 
to whether the result is perfect paper classification or not. For example, while I regard the 
Library of Congress scheme as by far the most satisfactory basic set of tables for college library 
classification, I should not dream of segregating Greek Inscriptions in CJ, Greek Literature 
in PA, Greek Philosophy in B, Greek Religion in BL, and so on in a library of a college with 
an important Classical school. Nor should I think it desirable to arrange the sections on 
the shelves in the order, A—Z, of the Congress scheme, or o—g of a decimal scheme. I 
should group the seétions so that Wireless Telephony in T came alongside Physics in QC, 
and so on, while yet continuing to benefit by the admirably worked out details of the Congress 
scheme. Whatever scheme may be adopted in an ideal college library it must be moulded 
to the library, not the library to the scheme. That is an axiom which has been too little 
observed in our libraries or we should not be so far from the ideal as we are to-day. 

Of the ideal service the first essential is simplicity, but that is not the same as saying 
that it should be elementary. Ideal simplicity is the result of most careful planning and 
pruning of complicated methods. Formality is almost as out of place in a college library 
as it is in a Study. Certainly it is not a librarian’s business to place obstacles of any sort in 
the way of the teaching staff and advanced students. Hard and fast rules are for youthful, 
untried and inexperienced students, not for people engaged in advanced work. And just 
as freedom should be accorded to all possible lengths to the teaching staff and research 
Students so the control of an ideal college library should be vested almost entirely in the 
librarian, subje&t, of course, to the authority of the court or council. Nevertheless there 
should be in existence an advisory committee which could be convened whenever the librarian 
desired to seek advice or guidance. 

I fear I have exceeded my space already but room for a final word may be allowed. 
Are we all diligently planning and formulating ideals which in the eyes of our children or 
grandchildren may seem entirely futile? Will the ideal library of the future be a great 
depository destitute of reading rooms but er with broadcasting and televisory 
apparatus of a capacity still hardly contemplated and from which by turning a knob on a 
receiving set anywhere it will be possible to see or hear any work of literature, music or art ? 
And, if we need to handle an original work will the great ideal library of the future be capable 
of delivering it at our door by high-speed aeroplane within an hour or so of receiving the 
expression of our desire? Who knows what is possible and what is not? He who has no 
vision and who lightly derides the seemingly improbable is incompetent to plan even the 
obvious. 


County Libraries in 1950? 
By E. J. Carnexy (Bognor Regis Branch of the West Sussex County Libraries). 
Scene.—Ashford in the County of Mershire, O&ober, 1950. 


The Ashvale Distri€ Centre is a converted garage. Concrete blocks, simple lines, flat 
roof, the familiar county library sign, bright green doors, well-executed lettering—but before 
these have been duly admired attention is rivetted upon one of the two big display windows. 

It is an advertisement of the County Library Information Department. A child, a young 
business man, and a middle-aged domestic worker are represented, first, each faced with a 
difficulty typical of their occupations ; then, each turning to the telephone which conneéts 
them with the Headquarters of the County Library ; finally, each having his problem solved, 
two by the reply given a few minutes later over the ’phone, and one with a t extract 
received by post next day. A brilliantly designed and executed example of the dramatic in 
advertising, it bears a little tab, “ The Library Association: County Libraries Section— 
Publicity Set No. 3.” Co-operative effort is adtive in 1950. 
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FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 


DARDANELLES DILEMMA 


E. KEBLE CHATTERTON. 
This is the dispassionate and accurate history of the world’s most glorious failure. It is 
packed with realism, gripping incidents, and should occupy the shelf devoted to Authoritative 
History. Lge. demy 8vo. Illus. 18/- 


GIANTS ON PARADE 


B. BENNISON. 

The Author, formerly Sports Editor of The Daily Telegraph, and a Sports Writer of inter- 

national repute, here presents a vivid and intimate story of the champions of all countries— 

Tragedy, Humour and Pathos walk with these giants as they parade here. Lge. cr. 8vo. 
1 


Illus. 2/6 
INDIAN GODS & KINGS 


E. HAWKRIDGE. 
For countless years India—the land of beauty and horror, fabulous wealth and abject poverty 
—has cast an amazing spell over Western peoples: to understand this spell one must know 
the history of India’s Gods and Kings from the earliest days. Demy 8vo. [Illus. 15/- 


PRANZINI 
(THE TRIPLE MURDERS IN THE RUE MONTAGNE). 
ANDRE PASCAL. 
The amazing story of Pranzini—thief, swindler, roué, linguist, traveller, and murderer— 
but was he the man who did the triple murder ? This book, compiled from authentic docu- 
ments and the official French investigations, is packed with thrills, tension and drama 7/6 


MORE STRICTLY PERSONAL 


SYDNEY HORLER. 
Here is a pungent, biting commentary by the most famous “ Thriller’’ Writer of to-day : 
his shrewd analysis of contemporary Life and Matters is the essential tonic for the tired 
business man or woman. Packed with humour, chuckles and downright commonsense. 7/6 





RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
SING SING DOCTOR 


AMOS O. SQUIRE. 
An amazing and valuable contribution to the study of Criminology and Social Problems 
by the Chief Physician and Consultant of the world-famous Sing Sing Prison. Demy 8vo. 
Illus. 10/6 


THE NEPTUNE LIBRARY 


Great Stories of the Sea—First Cheap Editions. 


BUCCANEERS OF THE PACIFIC VENTURES AND VOYAGES 
GEORGE WYCHERLEY E. KEBLE CHATTERTON 

WINDJAMMERS AND SHELLBACKS ROLLING ROUND THE HORN 
E. KEBLE CHATTERTON CLAUDE MUNCASTER 


FLOTILLAS. Capt. Liongt Dawson 
demy 8vo 5/- net. Illus. full cloth 


Rich & Cowan Ltd., 25 Soho Sq., W.| 
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Inside the building the Distri¢ét Superintendent, Mr. P. Harvey, F.L.A., (aged 27, salary 
£280) is attending to the sorted post and the forms collected during yesterday’s visits (every 
conceivable request and contingency has been reduced to a series of forms). Watching him 
we see how much less clumsy and more closely controlled the circulating system has become. 
Although far more requests are received than in the old days of centralisation the books are 
produced and delivered much more quickly and without resorting to the purchase of another 
copy whenever a book is asked for which is not on the shelf at the moment. 

In the first place, under the planned book distribution scheme originated years ago by 
Oliph Smith, the district stock contains almost as many titles as the general circulating stock 
of the whole county. It is easier for the Distriét Office to produce a particular book than 
for headquarters to do so, because (i.) the number of centres (30-40) being relatively small 
it is possible to locate both fiction and non-fiction without undue effort; (ii.) the frequent 
visits paid to centres by members of the distriét staff enable them to find in the issue, keep 
aside, fetch back and deliver the books wanted; in the old days the voluntary local librarian 
had to be depended upon for keeping a book aside, and the post, which was expensive, or 
the three-times-a-year exchanges, which was slow, for its delivery to the reader; (iii.) contact 
with the borrowers prevents time being wasted on vague, incomplete, or foolish requests. 
Also readers are not dependent upon the voluntary librarian for the voicing of their demands, 
so that no longer is there unbroken silence from one centre and lengthy lists from its 
neighbour. Demands from the public were actively sought from the silent patches when 
field work was first systematically tackled; now that experience has taught readers that books 
can be not only asked for but obtained demands have multiplied themselves and there is little 
need to push the “‘ Get a book about it from the County Library ” slogan adopted five years 
ago. The post, of course, is still used for specialised books and except that the requisition 
goes first to District Office, they are dealt with by much the methods of twenty years ago. 
Postal service however is now confined to books which really are specialised, and includes 
none of the popular non-fiction included in the “ Students’ Library ” of many headquarters 
in the past. 

“As regards fiction,” explains Mr. Harvey, “‘ we try to supply all the demands we get 
which are in the district Stock and others are taken into consideration in compiling the half- 
yearly list of fiction each district sends to headquarters to fill gaps and necessary replacements. 
The privilege of getting individual books he wants is one of the ways in which the rural 
reader is compensated tor the grave disadvantage of the small selection available to him at 
any one time at his centre. The smaller the centre the wider and quicker should the requisition service 
be. Ina branch with a fiction stock of 2,000 or 3,000 requests for novels can without hardship 
be suppressed, but the village reader should get the book he wants. Also he should have 
his attention drawn to the book we think he may or ought to want. Speaking of that,” adds 
the Superintendent, ‘‘ you must see our special collections.” 

‘‘ How,” he demands rhetorically, “can the readers at a village centre with its 100 or 200 
allowance of non-fiction be given any idea of a public library ? Printed catalogues, subject 
lists—these are closed-access methods which speak only to the conscious reader. The Library 
\ssociation’s half-yearly Books and Public Libraries, with its local inset, is a help now (it 
did not touch the country reader until we started distri&t development) but there again it is 
only the more enthusiastic who pay their 3d. and digest the purchase. Combined district 
and branch libraries are within occasional reach of most readers but only a proportion of the 
public to be served are near enough to use them regularly.” In Mershire every centre receives 
several times a year a special collection on some subje&, topic, or viewpoint. For the most 
part these collections are gathered together from and subsequently melt back into the ordinary 
distri Stock, so they make no pretensions to completeness, but they illustrate their theme 
fairly comprehensively, they are not confined to popular books, and they contain material 
other than books. Every conceivable device of local publicity is used to make the special 
collection a means of introducing new readers to the library as well as opening up a new aspect 
of the library to old readers. 
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We pass through a roped gap between the office and the combined Distri& Library 
and Ashford centre. In a display rack is one of these special colleGtions—“ Bemnc BETTER 
Parents.” We are shown how with a few simple adjustments the rack can be converted 
into an island bookcase or folded up into a very small compass. Folded it can be conveyed’ 
from centre to centre, as an island stack it is used for “‘ van ” and “ enrolment ” centres. 


“Van centres ” are used for the benefit of very sparsely populated areas. The object 
of an “‘ enrolment centre” is to interest and dire& to their nearest centre members of the 
public who hitherto had not used the library. At all sorts of gatherings, from fat stock shows 
to music festivals, it is a common sight to see the distri van drive up, the portable book- 
Stack be wheeled out, opened up in the hall or open air, and in a few minutes the Superintendent 
has his folding table in position and his forms, publicity pamphlets and other apparatus 
extracted from their compactum. This type of contaét work is never repeated at the same 
gathering in the same place. 

Back in the office we examine the van. Smaller and smarter than those of 20 years ago, 
coloured a bright green, it is top lit, high enough to stand upright in, and just large enough 
to enable several people to examine the folding bookstack when it is set up in the middle. 
The sides are fitted with racks to hold the book troughs which have largely supplanted 
boxes and shelves. These troughs are of a new light-weight composition, the same bright 
green as the van, expandable from aft. 6in. to 4ft. in length, a display label-holder is above 
and behind the books, a detachable bar locks the books into position and prevents their 
unauthorised removal or falling-out when the trough is in use as a carrier. Some are fitted 
at the side with a detachable pocket for holding forms, notes, etc. 

The corner allotted to the van is bounded on three sides by an exterior wall, the double 
doors, and a partition. The fourth side, or back, is not partitioned off from the office. Loading 
and unloading are rapidly performed as the inside of the van is but a few strides from the 
sorting ledge which runs the length of the adjacent wall. Washing-down is carried out on 
the concrete space in front of the building. 

Ashvale, we learn, is a difficult centre to organise, for it has no centre of population 
above 5,000, no full-time branch, and hence the provision of a junior has been considered 
unnecessary yet, though next year Mr. Harvey hopes the Education Committee will agree to 
giving him an assistant. Geography and county boundaries prevent the parcelling up of 
Ashvale amongst other distriéts. The ideal distri has a town with a population of 10,000 
or more situated nicely in the centre of the area, in which a combined branch library and 
Distriét Office can be ereéted, the branch librarian and staff aéting as Distri& Superintendent 
and staff. In many distriéts there are several branches or semi-branches (the intensification of 
field work has blurred the distinétion between a large centre and a small branch) but always 
there is one Distri& Superintendent and every branch plays its part in the service of the 
whole distri@. Ashmouth, a flourishing resort with a high rateable value and a population 
of 25,000 would have served admirably as the centre of distri€ a&tivities in Ashvale. At one 
time in the county library area it was lost in the bad old days of the differential rate. The 
expenditure on the Ashmouth Public Library, combined with Ashvale’s contribution to 
the county rate, levied equally over Ashvale and Ashmouth would but slightly raise the 
county rate and would improve and facilitate the service out of all proportion to the increase 
in cost. It would save Ashmouth money without reducing the standard of service. So that 
now it would be advantageous to Ashmouth to join the county again. But local bigotry and 
the memory of the injustice suffered when under the county in the days of special rating 
have prevented this. The only solution to the independence controversy is, Mr. Harvey 
suggests, national finance, autonomous provinces, and some sort of federal system within 
the provinces, and he believes something of the sort will be the upshot of the Royal Com- 
mission on Authority in Local Government which is now sitting. 

But if we are to see anything of headquarters we must leave Ashvale for the county 
town of Merchester. 
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The exterior of headquarters does not impress us but it is explained that while in some 
counties headquarters is still used for work with individual students, for gatherings of local 
librarians, and for publicity, in Mershire the Distriét Offices serve all these purposes, head- 
quarters has no dire& contaét with the public and therefore only administrative facility and 
economy have been considered. 

The SroreE AND PackING Room claims attention first. Double doors opening on to a 
yard enable the distri vans to back up to within a few feet of the long trestle tables on which 
books are unpacked. The store of books (excluding new books and the reference section) 
is small and gives rather a fragmentary impression for it is composed largely of duplicates 
and sets purchased for classes. So far as possible ad] stock is kept out at the district libraries 
where it can be handled by the public. 

Opening out of this is the AccEssIONING Room, where administrative machinery is 
more conspicuous. Half-a-dozen staff tables and desks, a huge stationery cupboard, a case 
of cataloguing and classification tools and professional textbooks, the cabinets of stock 
cards (arranged alphabetically to form author catalogue), the classified catalogue, shelves 
of invoice files and order books—these occupy most of the floor space and one wall. 

Two walls are lined with shelving, the books proceeding from stack to stack as the various 
Stages of their preparation for the shelf are completed. Delivered in the Packing Room, they 
are wheeled through the communicating door, checked with their invoices and transferred 
to the stack of shelves nearest the door. By the time they are half-way up the next wall their 
preparation is complete. Then come a number of shelves for each of the ten districts and 
on these the books are placed ready for transfer to the Packing Room as each distriét van 
calls. In most cases not less than 10 copies have been purchased and it is simply a case of 
putting one or more copies in each distriét’s section. One assistant is responsible for special 
requisitions and getting them rapidly through their preparation for issue and forwarding 
them to the “ Post” room for despatch. 

The “ Post ” department is under the charge of the Deputy County Librarian who has 
an office off it. Upon the promptitude and accuracy of the work carried out here depends 
the smooth working of the whole system. Here telephone calls are received, answered or 
switched on to another room, all correspondence is delivered, sorted, if possible dealt with, 
and filed. If it is necessary to pass a letter to another department “ Post”’ is responsible 
for seeing that a reply is sent within 48 hours or an acknowledgment if delay is unavoidable. 

In the INFoRMATION DEPARTMENT we find a good colleétion of bibliographies and 
indices to sources of information, but remembering the dashing advertisement displayed 
at Ashford we are surprised to find that the annuals and quick-reference books include only 
those likely to be in frequent use ; the colleétion is, in faé, little larger than one would expect 
in a small urban library. But this apparent poverty of resources is soon explained. 

The city of Merchester possesses a large reference library, built up years before the County 
Library existed. It would be extravagant for the county to purchase reference books required 
but once in three or four years when they are available at the Public Library a few minutes 
walk away ; and even by the expenditure of large sums of money it would not be possible 
to rival the result of nearly a century of librarianship. So instead of attempting to build up a 
reference library of its own the county pays the city a rent to keep and use a table and type- 
writer in one of the workrooms at the Public Library. An extension phone from 
county headquarters is kept in the room and there a county assistant works throughout 
the day, filling in time when demands for information peter out with any work which can 
conveniently be taken across. 

Co-operation is extended to the purchase of annuals, the county paying half the cost 
of the annuals taken at the Public Library. In this way every annual publication of importance 
is available to residents in city and county alike. 

Short extracts are made and posted to the enquirer free of charge. If the extraé exceeds 
a certain length a small charge is made or the reader is simply given the reference. Queries 
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of the “ Have you got a book about ——” type are dealt with by forwarding a book from the 
county stock or Regional Bureau. 

A glance at the file of illustrations, mounted, arranged in classified order and available 
for loan, and we hurry off to see the County Librarian. 

The County Librarian’s reminiscences of a quarter of a century of progress and regression, 
achievements and mistakes, evolution and revolution, are no less fascinating than her plans 
and predictions for the future. But space forbids us even to summarise them. 


Tradition and Librarianship 
By J. WurreHouse Saw, F.L.A. (Assistant, Sheffield City Libraries). 


“ History is all bunk,” states Henry Ford, with all the dogmatic self-confidence of the 
Coolidge prosperity era. } Karl Marx, who had a brain which was in some respeéts superior 
to Ford’s, remarked that in order to change society it was necessary first of all to understand 
it, and promptly embarked on an intensive study of all human history. It is true that a know- 
ledge of the past is often of great help in enabling us to understand, and therefore to alter, 
the present. This, then, is the writer’s excuse for presenting a brief survey of the history 
of the public library movement in the hope that it will throw some light on present-day 
tendencies and conditions. 

New inventions are frequently intended, in the first place, as mere imitations of the very 
article they are destined to replace. Thus the aim of the early printers was not to produce a 
printed book, as such, but an increased supply of imitation manuscript books. Only later 
did the printed book assume individuality, with a title-page, pagination, and other features 
unknown in the MS. Ina similar way, motor cars were first known as “ horseless carriages,” 
and only after several years did they assume their modern streamlined appearance, quite 
unlike any horse-drawn carriage on earth. The mention of motor cars also reminds us that 
in many cases new inventions do not completely supersede the old. Thus, steam and eleétric 
trains, horses and motors, gas and eleétric lighting all exist side by side. 

Similar evolutionary tendencies are to be found in the public library movement. 
Libraries, or great collections of books, have, of course, existed from the beginning of civiliza- 
tion, and every student of Classification has heard of the hoary Callimachus. These libraries, 
however, were quite different from a modern public library, although the mass of people, 
regrettably, are unaware of this. 

The great libraries of antiquity, and of medieval times were all intended for the use of 
a limited circle, consisting almost entirely of the clergy, and those nobles and merchants 
of a studious or scholarly disposition. Libraries intended for the masses could not, in the 
nature of things, exist, for the common folk of those days were a vast hoard of illiterates. 

The role of the individual who presided over an ancient royal or nobleman’s library is 
described almost exactly by the term “ Keeper of the books,” which is still used in the British 
Museum Library. He administered the library on behalf of some powerful individual or par- 
simonious petty parliament, and his prime duty was at all costs to proteé& the books. At 
that time a book was an objeét of far greater awe than at present, and the librarian trembled 


daily lest the rude, unlettered philistines without should lay hands on his precious treasure 
house, the repository of all the wisdom of antiquity, and all the rich phantasy of the Renaissance. 
There was nothing the librarian dreaded more than the intrusion of the vulgar rabble. In 
times of war and revolution these lesser breeds usually took their revenge, and the library 
was one of the first places to be sacked and destroyed. 

For the Keeper of the Books, however, and for the privileged few who had the magic 
key of literacy the library represented the accumulated knowledge of all time, secrets of 
sages, sufferings and ecStasies of saints, poetic paradises and enchanted fairy lands, and all 
the rich and golden world of the classical imagination. He feared the savage scoffing vandal, 
the raucous buffoon whom he conceived as the man in the Street, lest he should enter and 
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lay rough and irreverent hands on his treasures. This attitude was to some extent justified 
by the fact that the manuscript or early printed book was often a most wonderful work of 
art, such as even to-day would certainly never be loaned to all and sundry. 

In character, the librarian was often of a timid and retiring nature, and regarded his 
library as a sanctuary from the trouble and turmoil of a restless and wicked world. So long 
as my lord was pleased, the librarian had little to worry about in the way of issue Statistics 
and similar modern banes, and consequently he looked with suspicion and hostility on any 
outsider who desired to read the books. Reading, by the mass of people, was undoubtedly 
not encouraged, and for an ordinary person to be admitted to the library was a rare privilege. 

This is the atmosphere in which the various great national libraries of the world were 
founded. Libraries like the British Museum, the John Rylands Library and the Advocates 
Library consist essentially of immense collections of books, which it is hoped to preserve for 
all time, and represent the rare and wonderful flowering of a thousand years old tradition. 

These ancient libraries had also other and quite different offspring. When universal 
education made the establishment of popular libraries a vital necessity (for, having taught 
the people to read, it was necessary to provide them with means of exercising this faculty) 
it was in the tradition described above that they were founded. This was inevitable since 
the only body of trained librarians in the country, apart from University libraries, was the 
British Museum workers. The practice of the British Museum also represented the only 
fully developed library technique then in existence. Consequently it was only natural that 
the fathers of the public library movement should have regarded it as a multitude of miniature 
museums scattered through every city, borough and village of the land. 

\lmost immediately it became apparent that the public libraries were going to be quite 
different institutions from the great national libraries. After Edward Edwards had devoted 
half his life to gallant and strenuous propaganda for the establishment of popular libraries 
he found that he was quite unable to adapt himself to the conditions of his post as Chief 
Librarian of Manchester, and soon had to resign. It is by now a truism that the funétion of a 
national library is to conserve books, while that of a public library is to exploit them. Through- 
out the nineteenth century, however, public libraries were more or less under the thumb of 
traditional methods, and their development was considerably hindered. Circumstances 
helpful, or vitally necessary to birth, and to the growth of an organism at one Stage of its 
existence, at a later period become hindrances and threaten its very existence. To the auto- 
cratic tradition of the Keeper of the Books can be traced nearly all the petty inefficiencies 
and anomalies which were the bane of early libraries. Minto, librarian of the great Signet 
Library, tells of early public libraries in which the service counter resembled a railway Station 
booking office, and conversation with borrowers was conducted in monosyllables. Remini- 
scences of this kind could be multiplied ad nauseam. 

The first open realization of the faé& that public libraries were not imitation British 
Museums, but something entirely different and new, came when James Duff Brown intro- 
duced open access at Islington. This was the first great break with the past, and from that 
time onwards the service has evolved along original lines with ever increasing courage and 
innovation. 

What was clearly realised by Brown, however, is still imperfeétly comprehended by 
many modern librarians. Our circumstances and funétions are entirely different from those 
of the national libraries. Consequently a technique that is highly successful there is most 
unsuccessful with us, and indeed, only becomes hopelessly distorted in the attempt to apply 
it in a sphere to which it does not belong. What, for instance, in a library containing priceless 
manuscripts is a highly proper precaution for their protection, becomes in an ordinary 
municipal library merely an irritating and useless restriétion. 

Everyone must have noticed that even in libraries that pride themselves on their 
modernity there are often startling lapses from their usual high standard of efficiency. These 
can only be explained by the lingering survival of methods, and still more of an outlook, 
that really belong to an entirely different sphere, and time. For example, we all know of 
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useless and pettifogging rules and regulations, admonitions and prohibitions that only survive 
because no person of power has ever troubled to protest against them, although everyone is 
aware of their needless nature. In some reference libraries, the staff have a quite unwarranted 
air of autocracy. Requests for information by the public are met with a bland stare, and an 
airy wave of the hand. “ There’s the catalogue, you can look it up for yourself.” Where 
there is no properly trained junior librarian the part-time amateur attempts to imitate the 
diétatorial methods of the school teacher with the result that on reaching maturity the youth 
of the distri displays an unaccountable resistance to the blandishments of the publicity 
department. 

Many librarians regard the supply of pure literature, mainly fidtion and poetry, as far 
and away the most important business of any library, and from the same mentality springs 
that outlook on life which regards the compiler of genealogies as of greater importance than 
the metallurgist or student of marine biology. Some librarians, while fully cognisant of the 
literary gossip of the last two centuries, the private lives and the public quarrels of an endless 
succession of minor novelists'and lesser poets, have only the most casual interest in, and 
practically no knowledge of those changes in scientific theory, and developments in 
technology which are destroying an old world and building a new one round their very ears. 

At heart, the confli& between what is vaguely called the Old and the New Librarianship, 
which enlivens so many annual conferences, is only the confli& of ideas between those who 
realise that since public libraries have no precedent in history, they need none for their 
methods, and others, who, in their heart of hearts, still cling to olden days and time honoured 
practices. 

To conclude, it is probable that inventions and discoveries can only attain to their fullest 
utility when they have become aware of their own novelty, realized their destinty and resolved 
to fulfil it untrammelled by tradition and unhindered by precedent. So it was that the printed 
book came into being, so did yesterday’s horseless carriage become to-day’s streamlined auto- 
mobile, and only so will the Free Library of yesterday become the Intelle€tual Centre of 
to-morrow, and be enabled to play a vital and beneficial role in the stormy life of our times. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear Hypra, 


The Editor reminds me that the Conference is at hand and that I must offer my comments 


since 2 
WHat MANCHESTER THINKS TO-DAY, 


England thinks to-morrow. I’m not at all sure but that this old saying hasn’t a Sting in its 
tail, but I’ve never been able to puzzle out what it is. 

A glance at the list of Conference rendezvous of the past in the L.A. year book reveals 
a fair sprinkling of the great provincial cities among the more immediately attrative holiday 
resorts at which it is easier for the ambitions of the spirit to be conquered by the wiles of the 
flesh, where English damsels in bloom are so much more attractive than English librarians 
in decay. I’m not going to suggest that there will be no attractions other than those direétly 
concerned with the Conference at Manchester nor that it will be too wet anyway, since the 
first is not true and I hope the second won’t be. My newspaper indeed reports a lengthy 
drought at Manchester this very morning. 

I have the Conference programme by me as I write and, judging by the details therein, 
we are going to have a very attractive week. I don’t know whether you realise it, Hydra, 
but it seems to me that this year’s programme offers more scope for real red-hot controversy 


from librarians and 
Soap Box OrRaATorRY 


from chairmen than any other that we have had for a long time. We begin with an address 
by Professor Laski, one of the most attractive and provocative speakers in this country, and 
I can think of no other man who is so likely to 
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BOOKS OF OUTSTANDING INTEREST 





























Ready Shortly. Recently Published. 
THE COMING OF AISSA GERVASE ELWES—THE STORY OF 
Oliver Baldwin. 8s.6d. HIS LIFE 
Lady Winefride and Richard Elwes. 
THE STORY OF SCOTLAND YARD Illus. 15s. 
Sir Basil Thomson. Illus. 15s, BURNED BRIDGES 
** Nichevo.” Illus. 15s. 


THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS THE HISTORY OF THE KING’S 





Charles Duff. 15s. MESSENGERS 
THE ANGEL OF PITY V. Wheeler-Holohan. Illus. 2ls. 
Francis Stuart. 8s.6d. THE DEVIL AT SAXON WALL 
Gladys Mitchell 7s. 6d. 


THE WAINWRIGHTS 


: HERE IS FREEDOM 
Edgar Meredith. 7s. 6d Ada Barnett 7s. 6d. 
MOVING PAGEANT WEEK IN EDEN 
L. A. Pavey. 7s. 6d. D. M. Locke. 7s. 6d. 











Grayson & Grayson, 66 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.1. 








STARRS LIBRARY BINDINGS 


E have not succumbed to the temptation to sacrifice strength 
for cheapness. 





Although our prices are competitive, we still retain hidden sources of 
strength in split boards, loose back work calico lined, and “ protected "’ 
leather, even in our lower priced styles. They will help even an inferior 
book to give longer wear, and you pay no more for it. 


We give you a first class job, whether in our cheaper styles, or better 
bindings. 


Various styles in any materials, all embodying Brightness, Smartness, 
Refinement and Reliability. 


GIVE US A TRIAL, PLEASE! 


JAMES STARR & SONS LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, WIGAN 
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RAIsE THE Dust. 
Some of the young men regard me as an old stager now, but | am Still young enough to 
have sufficient relish for good things of this kind to look forward to the Professor with 
tremendous pleasure. Then we are to have contributions from such well tried spirits as 
Messrs. Sayers and Nowell, from four librarians of whom we hear far too little—Messrs. 
Gray, Boardman, Sydney and Smettem—and a session by the 


YORKSHIRE TWINs. 
Messrs. Gardner and Munford are to speak for the inarticulate masses of assistants. It is 
to be regretted that the platform deliveries of these two young men tend to be inferior to the 
floods of words and ideas which they release, but 


Time 1s A GREAT HEALER, 
and I wish them and all the others the very best and may their exposition of Standards of 
library service go down in our annals as epoch-making. 

There is really very little point in anticipating things for the lucky ones who are to go 
to Manchester and the unlucky ones who have to stay at home . . . Whenever I hear the 
word Manchester it doesn’t suggest library, ship-canal, cotton, corn laws or “ Love on the 
dole;” it means a newspaper, and the paper which I believe to be one of the finest in the 
world. 

We English have grand traditions of liberty and freedom of thought, things which 
have been gained over a period of centuries by our Langtons, Bacons, Hampdens, Wilkeses 
and Bradlaughs and hosts of others too numerous to mention. These things meant far more 
to men when they had to fight for them than to us, to whom they are merely features of 
our little-understood constitution, but they are things which have been lost overnight in many 
other countries and which are essential elements in the social background of our public 
library service. There are few newspapers in these sensation loving days which care much 
for our freedoms and liberties, other than those which the other fellow seeks to remove. 
One of those which cares, and cares passionately, is published daily in Manchester and is read 
eagerly in all parts of the country, indeed of the world. It is a paper whose literary, political, 
editorial and sporting pages are all of the best and with which one can disagree without 
ever feeling disgusted. It need not be named to you, Hydra, and need I say that its daily 
presence at my breakfast table is one of the most eagerly anticipated treats of my Stay in 
Manchester ? The exigencies of the space-time continuum usually render this an impossible 
hope, but a hope which ever adds fragrance to the homely boiled egg. 

Do you ever think about the contents of the newspapers in your newsroom and think 
what you would do if your hands were untied ? 


Wuat Woutp Happen 
to the and the and the ? My ideal library would take two national newspapers, 
one of them the Times and the other the one about which | have been expatiating in my 
usual execrable imitation of the King’s English. I’m afraid the rest would go the way of the 


masses of 











Soccy Fiction, 
horsey travel, catty biography, soapy religion and incredible occultism which the calls of 
the public demand cause to encumber our shelves. But what a letter I could write on this 
subject if I really let myself go. How I wish I could. But I am meandering very far from 
Manchester and standards, so far that I feel I cannot get back. 


We'll meet again at Belle-Vue. 
Vale ! 


EurRIPIDEs. 


” 


[ We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LevrERS ON Our AFFAIRS. 
—Editor, THe Lisrary Wor.p.] 


- 














THE LIBRARY WORLD 53 








LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE EXHIBITION, MANCHESTER, 1935 


Boots Book-Lover’s Library 


herewith extend a cordial welcome to all 
Library Delegates 





HE Exhibit, as heretofore, will comprise an attractive and representative 

collection of recent popular and notable publications of a general 
interest, together with a comprehensive selection of novels by leading 
authors at surprising reductions. 


Catalogues obtainable at the Stand 
Contract Terms on Application 


Boots Book-Lover’s Library 


Cornwall Road, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1 
(NEAR WATERLOO STATION) 





BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. LTD., NOTTM 








IF IT’S BINDING— 


You will like Riley’s New Quarter Niger style, with STIPPLEX 
(Rexine) sides, as much for its freshness as for its durability and 
resistance to dirt. Samples will be on view at Stand No. 2, 
Manchester Conference Exhibition, or will be sent free on request. 


IF IT’S BOOKS— 


You will find Riley’s RE-INFORCING the simpler and more 
economical method of book purchase. It cuts down your 
rebinding bills ! 


Bb. RILEY &@ CO. LTD. 


BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 
366 LEEDS ROAD, HUDDERSFIELD, YORKS. 
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Personal News 


Mr. John Bebbington, F.L.A., appointed 
Branch Librarian, Leeds. Age 25. Diplomate 
of the Library Association. Member of 
Library Association, Association of Assistant 
Librarians, N.A.L.G.O. Formerly Assistant-in- 
Charge, Reference Library, Bolton. 

Mr. Charles Brown, Senior Assistant at 
Ward End Branch Library, Birmingham, to 
be Librarian of Constitution Hill Branch 
Library. 

Miss M. P. Callister, Assistant in the Ad- 
ministration Department, Liverpool Public 
Libraries, has retired on her marriage. 

Mr. H. M. Cashmore, City Librarian, Birm- 
ingham, has been appointed by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation to the Midland 
Area Council for Adult Education. 

Miss M. F. Hardy, Senior Assistant at Small 
Heath Branch Library, Birmingham, to be 
Senior Assistant at Ward End Branch Library. 

Mr. S. J. Kirk, Deputy City Librarian of 
Nottingham, has retired after 52 years of 
service. A presentation was handed to him by 
Mr. Duncan Gray, the City Librarian. 

Miss L. Mercer, Librarian of Constitution 
Hill Branch Library, Birmingham, to be 
Librasian of Spring Hill Branch Library. 

Miss A. M. Roberts, A.L.A., Cataloguing 
Assistant, Liverpool Public Libraries, has 
retired on her marriage to Mr. W. S. Haugh, 
F.L.A., Librarian of the Branch Libraries 
Co-ordination Department, Liverpool Public 
Libraries. 

Mr. G. S. Sheppard, Assistant at Stirchley 
Branch Library, Birmingham, to be Senior 
Assistant at Deritend Branch Library. 

Miss L. S. Sheppard, Senior Assistant at 
Deritend Branch Library, Birmingham, to be 
Senior Assistant at Small Heath Branch Library. 

Miss M. J. Wane, Senior Assistant, Kirkdale 
Branch, Liverpool Public Libraries, has retired 
on superannuation after 28} years’ service. 

Mr. H. G. Wood, Senior Assistant in 
the Reference Library, Birmingham, to be 
Librarian of Harborne Branch Library. 


Obituary 

; JOHN MINTO. 
Joun Mrvto had been ill for some time, 
following an accident, but even when we 


* 





heard that he was unlikely to be aétive again 
in library affairs it was difficult to suppose 
that the end was near. A Scot of Scots, after 
some few years of exile in England, he was 
able to live his prime and his later years, and 
to die, in his beloved city of Edinburgh. Ina 
that he was a happy man. 


He had a long service in librarianship 
which will, as to faéts, no doubt be recorded 
in the official journal. Here we only pay 
tribute to the faithfulness of his service, as a 
quiet, effective scholarly man, who never 
sought publicity, but won a certain mode& 
amount of it by that sterling worth which was 
his. He was librarian at Perth, and was then 
translated to the gay, rushing town of Brighton, 
and it is possible that this place was not as 
congenial to him as it has been to his successor, 
H. D. Roberts; but Brighton had a fine 
library when he left. We remember Minto’s 
joy when he was appointed librarian of the 
Signet Library. This was a _ thoroughly 
congenial post. He had been a candidate for 
St. Pancras when Henry Bond was made 
librarian there, and in view of the miserable 
record of that borough, must have rejoiced 
later in his non-success. 


Long a member of the L.A. Council, he 
served on several committees, but did his best 
work as chairman of the Education Com- 
mittee, in which capacity he was assiduous 
and just. If he had not the creative quality in 
education that H. D. Roberts showed (perhaps 
he had not the opportunities) he was yet 
responsible in some degree for the syllabus 
which has ruled for some years, although the 
present ill-balanced intermediate examination 
was not of his devising. As a writer he was 
also modest. He contributed several papers 
to association proceedings, and his history of 
the ‘public library is sound and substantial, 
even if he did not make all the social, dramatic 
and other possibilities of his story. 


In retrospeé it is the man that mattered. 
To those who penetrated to the intimacy of 
this quiet, unassuming man, he was cordial, 
attractive, loveable, with a good sense of 
humour, and an unfailing kindliness. A 
real scholar, who rarely showed it, @ 
lover of books and the beautiful, a kindly 
man—what better record could any mag 
show ? 
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LIBRARIANS, TAKE NOTE OF THESE BOOKS!! 
To be Published in the Autumn. 


MEXICAN ADVENTURE GYPSY IN EVENING DRESS 
Lionel Oliver. 7s. 6d. William J. Makin 7s. 6d. 


DESERT PATROL THE CAMERON MYSTERY 
Leslie Webster. 3s. 6d. Carl Talbot 7s. 6d. 


DIAMOND MOUNTAIN THE BUDAPFST PARADE MURDERS 
Tempest Keeping. 3s. 6d. Van Wyck Mason. 7s. 6d. 





Just Published. 


THE L’ESTRANGE CASE MURDERS IN THE MORTUARY 
John Bentley 7s. 6d. Austin Stone 


RICHARDSON GOES ABROAD WILFUL MURDER (15 True Trials) 
Sir Basil Thomson. 7s. 6d. Guy B. H. Logan 3s. 6d. 


THE WHITE BADGER MIDSUMMER MADNESS 
Carl Talbot. 7s. 6d. Edward Fripp. 7s, 6d. 


Eldon Press, 66 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.| 
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AFTER THREE YEARS 


OF INTENSIVE EXPERIMENT OUR NU CRAFT BINDING 
IS BY POPULAR VERDICT THE PRE-EMINENT 
BRIGHTER BINDING 


IT IS THE BINDING THAT MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS 
BECAUSE IT IS SCRATCHPROOF, STAINPROOF, 
MOISTUREPROOF, DIRT-RESISTING, LONG- 
WEARING AND HYGIENIC 


Stand No. 12 
DUNN & WILSON, LTD. 


BELLEVUE BINDERY FALKIRK 
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Library Topics 
[The Editor of Tue Lrprary Worip would be glad if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

first of each month.} 

BIRKENHEAD. — The Public Libraries 
Committee have accepted a tender for £6,224 
for the erection of a new Branch Library at 
Upton. It is expected that this branch, which is 
to serve an area recently included in the 
Birkenhead boundaries, will be opened in the 
early Spring of 1936. 

BRISTOL.—On Wednesday, July 24th, an 
interesting ceremony took place at the Central 
Library, when the Deputy Lord Mayor of 
Bristol (Councillor F. C. Luke, ].P., Chairman 
of the Public Libraries Committee) formally 
opened two new study and rest rooms provided 
for the use of the libraries Staff. The rooms are 
admirably arranged for their purpose, quiet 
and dignified, and are furnished and equipped 
on modern lines. The staff library is also 
housed in these rooms. 

BUXTON.—The July number of the 
Bulletin contains a critical article on Beverley 
Nichols as well as a selection from the latest 
additions. 

CAMBRIDGE.—In this number of the 
Record and Book-Liff, there is an extremely 
interesting article on Sir Thomas Browne by 
Mr. Basil Anderton and the conclusion of 
Mr. Fenton’s article on the Story of The 
Guildhall Site. 

CHELTENHAM.—On a leaflet contained 
in the Cheltenham quarterly Bw//etin, is a valu- 
able selec list of books on Praétical Craftsman- 
ship. Subjeéts dealt with include Basketry, 
Leatherwork, Pottery, Printing, Toymaking 
‘and Weaving. 

COVENTRY.—The Coventry Bookshelf has 
an article listing technical periodicals to be 
found in the Commercial and Technical 
Department, and giving useful notes on the 
regular contents of each. 

DOVER.—Good progress has been made 
since the opening of the library on March 13th. 
Twenty per cent. of the population had en- 
rolled within a month of opening and this 
number is steadily increasing. The demands 
made.upon the Junior Library were so great 
that it was necessary, as a temporary measure, 
to allocate alternate sessions to boys and girls. 
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Weekly issues from all departments continue 
to average 7,000. 

Display work is made a special feature and 
lists of detective, historical and pastoral 
novelists, serving to help readers in their use 
of the fiction stock, have proved very popular. 

The town’s muniment colle&ion of about 
soo books on Dover, the Cinque Ports and 
Kent has now been deposited in the Library, 
which has also been fortunate to receive a 
donation of over 200 volumes of Dickensiana, 
biographies, letters and miscellaneous works, 
the gift of Mr. W. J. Barnes. A grant of £650 
has been received from the C.U.K.T. 

GATESHEAD.—Gateshead Library Record 
is a well produced list of additions, but it’s 
effect is lessened by the cover, which is of plain 
white paper bearing advertisements. The outer 
appearance is therefore rather unattractive. 

GILSTRAP.—Good Company is the firt 
number of a new series of The Gilffrap Public 
Library Magazine. It is devoted entirely to the 
interests of adult readers, junior readers being 
catered for separately in Playmates. Good 
Company, it is thought, will encourage older 
members to renew their reading and thus 
counteract a slight decrease in the annual 
issues to adults which has been noted. 

HORNSEY.—The Summer number of the 
Book-Li# contains a list of Books on the Ballet, 
and an extract from Defoe’s English Journey 
relating to Highgate. 

HYDE.—The Hyde Bookman for July con- 
tains a brief article on descriptive and guide 
books to the British Isles, which will be of 
interest to campers and hikers. 

IPSWICH.—The chief item of interest to 
librarians in the current number of the [pswich 
Library Journal, is an article, 1919-1935, tracing 
the development of the library during that 
period. The reference library, thanks to the 
generosity of a former member of the com- 
mittee, now contains the largest collection of 
Suffolk literature ever brought together. 

KING’S LYNN.—An increase in the issue 
of tickets of 433 is noted in the editorial 
columns of the August number of the Readers’ 
Quarterly. 

LEEDS.—Leeds Public Libraries’ Commercial 
and Technical Bulletin for June takes the form 
of a list of books on Insurance. 

LIVERPOOL.—From Liverpool comes a 
leaflet in four languages on the library, museum 
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ENGLISH 
COUNTRY 


Edited by 
H. J. MASSINGHAM. 


Contributions by 


H. E. Bates 
ADRIAN BELL 
EDMUND BLUNDEN 
Ivor Brown 

Joun COLLIER 

W. H. Davies 

E. W. Henpy 

H. J. MASSINGHAM 
R. H. Mottram 

R. Ettis RoBERtTs 
V. SACKVILLE-WEsT 
A. G. STREET 
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15 Double-page plates. 7/6 net 





Prospectuses from 


WISHART BOOKS LTD. 
9 John Street W.C.2 








SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY 


Edited by 
G. SCOTT MONCRIEFF. 


Contributions by 


J. R. ALLAN 
BERNARD FERGUSSON 
Nett GUNN 

Eric LINKLATER 
FIonNN MacCoiia . 
HucuH MacD1armMip 
Hector MacIver 
W. Mackay MACKENZIE 
Moray MACLAREN 
Ian MACPHERSON 

G. Scott MONCRIEFF 
CAMPBELL NAIRNE 
Cotin WALKINSHAW 
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The Techabesl 
Press Ltd 


Publishers of Works in ali Branches of 
Science—industry and Technology 


NEW BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED 
LIQUID FUELS 


A Treatise for Engineers and Chemists. By Harold Moore, 
M.Sc.Tech., F.C.S., M.Inst. Petroleum Technologists, A.Inst. 
Mech.E. 272 pp. ” Illus. Net 21s, 


ENGINEERING GEOLOGY 
A Comprehensive Treatise. By C. S. Fox, D.Sc., M.1.Min.E., 
F.G.S. 408 pp. Photographs, Photo-micrographs and Text 
Figures. Net 35s 
ELECTRICAL HOROLOGY 


By H. R. Langman. Third Edition, revised and enlarged. 


200 pp. Illustrated. Net 7s. 6d. 
PHOTOGRAVURE. Copper Plate Photo 
Printing 


For Photographers, Etchers and Printers. By C. N. Bennett, 
F.C.S., F.R.P.S. Third Edition, revised. 160 pp. Illus. Net 5s, 


APPLIED CHEMISTRY 


By C. K. Tinkler, D.Sc., F.1.C., and Helen Masters, B.Sc. 
Vol. IL. Water, Detergents, Textiles, Fuels, etc. Third 
Edition, revised. 300 pp. 34 illus. Net 15s. 


ALPHABETS FOR SIGNWRITERS 
ARTISTS AND ILLUMINATORS 
Plain and Ornamental 


By F. Delamotte. Eighteenth Edition. Net 2s. 6d. 


LIGHT BUILDINGS 


The Design and Construction of Permanent and Temporary 
Structures. By E. Lucas. 96 pp. Plans, re ng, 
3. 


ELEMENTS OF PRACTICAL FLYING 


A Survey for Students and Pilots. By P. W. F. Mills. 160 pp. 


Illus. Net 4s. 64. 
THE GLAZER’S BOOK: Glazes for Bricks 

and Tiles 

By A. B. Searle, 140 pp. Net 5s. 
INDUSTRIAL & MANUFACTURING 

CHEMISTRY 

(Inorganic) Vol. I. By Geoffrey Martin, D.Sc., Ph.D.. F.C.S. 

Fifth Edition, revised. 500 pp. Illus. Net 28s. 
CHIMNEYS AND FLUES. Domestic and 

Industrial 

By Percy L. Marks. 128 pp. 38 illus. Net 4. 


HALL-MARKING GOLD AND SILVER 
WARES. Law and Practice 


By J. Paul de Castro. Second Edition, enlarged. 438 RR. 
Profusely illustrated. Net 


FORD MODELS V-8, B & A CARS 


Construction, Operation and Repeats. By Victor W. hy 
750 pp. 310 illus. 1 


EVERY MAN’S OWN LAWYER 


By a Barrister. 63rd Edition (1935), Revised, including New 
Acts of Parliament. 935 pages. Net 158. 


Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C.4 
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and art gallery. It is intended to inform foreign 
visitors of the facilities available. 

MIDDLESBROUGH. — Middlesbrough’s 
third list of books on popular science is en- 
titled “Chemistry in the Home and in Industry” 
and is intended for the general reader. 

NORWICH.—Norwich is shortly to be the 
meeting place of the British Association ; and 
the Norwich Readers’ Guide, dated July to 
September, contains a seleé list of works on 
recent advances in certain branches of science, 
and on the scientific outlook generally. 

RUGBY.—Rugby’s monthly, New Books, 
maintains its high standard of production and 
annotation. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—The 
Bulletin for July contains interesting articles on 
“The Arthurian Legends and the Morte 
D’ Arthur,” and on Norwich and its historical 
and literary associations. 

SUNDERLAND.—From Sunderland comes 
a catalogue of the exhibition of British colour 
prints of paintings by leading modern artists, 
which is being held there between July 11th 
and August 31$t. It is hoped that the exhibition 
will encourage the appreciation of pictures, 
and create a preference for good reproductions 
rather than for mediocre original paintings. 


TODMORDEN.—The latest number of 


th: Public Library Journal, which is very 
pleasantly produced, contains an article on 25 
Years of Literature, as well as an article on 
Hugh Walpole with a bibliography of his 
works. 

WILLESDEN .—Reading for July has an 
article “ Books which have influenced me.” 
An intimate introduétory essay of this type 
seems admirably designed to capture the 
reader’s attention. There is also a seasonable 
list of books on outdoor games and sports. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTreELLe, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


BarKING Public Libraries.—46th Annual Re- 
port, 1934-1935. Borough Librarian, F. W. 
McLaren. Population (estimated), 82,000. 
Total stock, 45,557. Additions, ‘10,190. 
Withdrawals, 6,110. Total issue, 504,596. 
Berrowers, 19,030; extra tickets, 4,674. 


Branches, 2. 
A record in the number of books issued from the 
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three libraries has again been achieved. ‘The total 
circulation passed the half-million mark for the firt 
time, and was nearly 8 per cent. higher than that 
recorded a year ago. A syStematic examination of the 
book stock was carried out, with the result that many 
hundreds of obsolete works were withdrawn. The 
foundation stone of the new branch library in Wood- 
ward Road was laid by the Mayor in November, 1934. 
The new library will serve the southern portion of the 
Becontree Estate. It will probably be ready for open- 
ing in September of this year. A new syStem of light- 
ing has been installed in the Central lending department. 
The Library is a member of the South-Eastern Regional 
Library Bureau and loaned 183 volumes, and borrowed 
83 during the year. 200 books were lent for four 
months to the King George Hospital at Ilford, in con- 
junétion with the Ilford and Dagenham Libraries. 
BIRKENHEAD Public Libraries, Art Gallery and 
Museum.—Report of the Librarian and 
Curator for the year ending March 31, 
1935. Librarian and Curator, R. W. Lynn. 
Population (estimated), 151,060. Stock: 
Lending, 46,186 ; Reference, 27,680 ; Child- 
ren’s Library, 2,694; Branches, 17,134; 
Reserve stock, 2,028. Additions, 6,007. 


Withdrawals, 7,467. Issues: Lending, 
295,947; Reference, 16,974; Children, 
57,464; Branches, 240,737. Tickets in 


force, 20,260. Branches, 2. 

The out$tanding feature in a notable year’s work is 
the opening of the new ede His Majesty the 
King, in July. The new building affords all the essential 
ee for the organisation of a thoroughly 
efficient service in all phases of public library work. 
The Reference Library and Children’s Room which have 
not been available for use since the demolition of the 
old building in 1929, are now able to take their places 
alongside the other departments, and recommence their 
former usefulness. In spite of the faé& that the Central 
Lending Library was closed for a month for the transfer 
of the Stock to the new library, the gratifying increase 
of over 60,000 in the total circulation was achieved. 
A new branch library is to be immediately erected at 
Upton, and later on others at Woodchurch and Bidstone. 

. John Shepherd retired from the Librarianship of 
the Libraries after serving the Borough for 33 yeats. 
He was presented to the King during the last few days 
he held office. He is succeeded by Mr. R. W. Lynn. 
DAGENHAM Public Libraries.—sth Annual 

Report. Chief Librarian, John G. O'Leary. 

Population (estimated), 100,000. Income 

from Rate, £9,571. Stock: Lending, 

43,536; Reference, 1,568; Junior, 16,218. 

Additions, 6,454. Withdrawals, 3,117. 

Issues: Lending, 566,754; Reference, 

36,788. Borrowers, 26,474; extra tickets, 

10,879. 4 libraries. 

Dagenham Libraries have just completed the fist 
decade of their existence and in this Report the Librarian 
reviews the work accomplished during that i 
together with the figures for the past year. More thana 
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Karl Heim’s 
SPIRIT AND TRUTH: The Nature of Evangelical Christianity 
Translated by Epcar P. Dicxrg, M.C., M.A., B.D.(Edin.), B.A.(Oxon.). 6/- net 


Of the many religious voices which rise to our ears above the tumult and whirl of ideas and 
programmes in post-war Germany, one of the most significant is that of Karl Heim. His book, 
which has gone through many editions in Germany, is an investigation into the real divergencies 
between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, and no modern work is more likely to lead to 
an intelligent appreciation of the essentials of the evangelical faith. 


‘It is a vigorous exposition of Protestantism's reasons for resisting the charm of Roman 


Catholicism . . . We cannot have too much of this great theologian.’’—The British Weekly. 
Other Volumes in this Sertes : 

THE MEDIATOR mn ... 20/-net THE ORIGINAL JESUS .-. 12/6 net 
Emit Brunner, D.D. Otto BorcueErt, D.D. 
Translated by Olive Wyon. Translated by L. M. Stalker. 

KARL BARTH & CHRISTIAN UNITY 10/6 net RELIGION & THE oe OK _ 6/- net 
Apotr KELLER, D.D., LL.D. ADOLF KEt.eEr, D.D., 

The Lutterworth Press 4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4 
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=———= BOOKS FOR ALL TASTES =“ 
THE STORY OF No. 10 DOWNING STREET (illustrated) Rev. W. L. hen 
The history of Britain’s most important dwelling. Original, authoritative, and of particular interest. 2/6 net 
DENISE OF THE GABLES William Shepperiey 
(By author of “‘ The Red Ballamys,” “‘ The Lonely Lady Sybil,” etc.). Thrilling and absorbing story 
of romance and adventure. net 
THE WHITE MONK Michael Joman 
(By author of “ The Three Stamps.”") Unique mystery story. 2/6 net 
SHAMROCK LEAVES Patrick A. McDonagh 
Selection of rhythmic and tuneful poems. 2/6 net 
THE SILLY MOON Clarke Russell 
(By author of “ The Naughty Sun.”) Excellent, fully illustrated volume for the little folk. 2/- net 
THE WAIL OF THE SHILLING Walter Blake 
New selection of poetry. 2/- net 
STEPHEN ARKWRIGHT’S ADVENTURES Rev. J. Cocker 
Stories of transformation. By the author of “A Man Killing Ox,” etc. 2/6 net 
THE ARKEN CRIMES H. E. 
A new thriller of intense interest. 5/- net 
THE EMPTY GOAL 
A novel of “ life’: of general appeal. 7/6 net 
ANOTHER MARY Alice Campling 
An appealing story. 2/6 net 
THE TRIUMPH OF PETER BARING Jane Rodner 
A novel of Kenya of especial interest. 6/- net 
SEA THOUGHTS J. D. Daniels 
Poems of the sea by a sailor. 2/6 net 
THE SECRET OF JOSIAH BLACK Charles Payne 
A mystical novel by the author of “ Four Men Seek God.” 6/- net 
Current Catalogue be ordered of Bookseller or Library. 
The Pablishere invite me! mss. “ter publication ; advice advice free. 
a London: ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL Ltd., 29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4 
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quarter of a million of the population frequent the 
libraries regularly. Over 2} million books have been 
issued since the opening of the first library. Apart 
from fiction the most outstanding demand is for books 
in the department of mechanics, applied physics and 
most forms-of technology. Progress during the year’ 
just closed was signified by the opening of a branch 
library for the Dagenham Ward. The new building 
was opened by the Countess of Warwick in Augutt, 
and was designed by the Surveyor and Engineer to 
the Council to a plan prepared by the Chief Librarian. 
\._ temporary lending library has been inStalled, with 
other offices of the Council, in the Rush Green distrié, 
which has been served for the past two years by a 
travelling library. 
FuLHAM Public Libraries —47th Annual Re- 
port. Borough Librarian, W.T. Creed, A.L.A. 


Population, 145,000. Rate, 1.5d. Income 
from Rate, {£7.092. Stock: Lending, 
58,323; Reference, 16,723. Additions, 
4,818. Withdrawals, 5,758. Issues: Lend- 


ing, 464,308 ; Reference, 61,736. Borrowers, 
20,162; extra tickets, 20,528. Branches, 2. 

A considerable decline in the use of fiétion and 
children’s books was responsible for a further drop in 
the total circulation. The lures of the ‘cheap com- 
mercial lending libraries Still continue to draw readers 
from the public library, and in an effort to retain the 
interest of readers, and obtain new ones, the committee 
hope to further the following schemes: The mainten- 
ance of a well-conditioned up-to-date Stock ; provision 
of more copies of best novels, with special attention 
to recent publications ; abolition of irritating and un- 
necessary restrictions on borrowers ; special attention 
to individual needs ; and improvement of the general 
attractiveness of the libraries. The decrease in children’s 
reading is probably a reflection of the declining child- 
population. Other departments of the Central Library 
and the branch libraries all had a fairly successful year. 

An experimental series of modern chamber-music 

recitals was afranged and enthusiastically received. 

A local history society has been formed, and met at 

the Central Library on several occasions during the 

year. 

Liverpoot Public Libraries, Museums and 
Art Gallery.—82nd Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian, |. F. Smith. Population, 866,013. 
Rate, 2.7d. Income from Rate, £63,009. 
Stock : Lending, 332,715 ; Reference, 
236,244. Additions, 86,623. Withdrawals, 
64,349. Issues: Lending, 4,584,990 ; Junior, 
1,033,822; Reference, 738,867. Borrowers, 
148,787 ; extra tickets, 16,676. Branches, 20. 

Much has been accomplished during the past year 
in maintaining the high Standard of efficiency for which 
the libraries are so well known. The total number of 
books used in all departments approached 7 millions, 
and showed a considerable increase over the year 
previous. Notable progress in the extension of the 
library service was made by the reconstruction of the 

Rawdon Library at Anfield ; the addition of a lending 

library for young people at Larkhill; and the opening 





of a new branch at Banks Lane. Each of these develop- 
ments have proved highly successful. A site for a 
branch library has been acquired at Norris Green. 
Mr. James Carlton Stitt bequeathed his colleétion of 
book-plates, consisting of over 15,000 specimens, to the 
Libraries, and about 3,000 lantern slides to the Museums. 
A Standard cinematograph machine has been purchased 
for use in the leéture halls. A union catalogue of non- 
fiction works added to the lending libraries during the 
past ten years is to be printed and published. Sir 
Frederick C. Bowring has resigned his Chairmanship 
of the Libraries Committee after 26 years’ service, 
He will still serve as a co-opted member of that body. 
RicHMonD (Surrey) Public Library.—s54th 
Annual Report. Borough Librarian, A. Cecil 
Piper, F.L.A. Population, 39,276. Rate, 
1.67d. Income from Rate, £3,499. Stock: 
Lending, 40,221; Reference, 25,579. 
Additions, 2,545. Withdrawals, 830. Issues: 
Lending, 127,530; Reference, 12,591 ; open 
shelves, 25,000. Junior: Lending, 21,570; 
Reference, 5,879. Borrowers, 7,285 ; extra 
tickets, 3,287. 

The year under review has been one of Steady 
consolidation of the progress made during the last few 
years. Although the number of books issued does not 
reach the total of the previous year, there is evidence 
that a good deal more solid reading is being done now 
than formerly. The facilities provided are being more 
used than ever before. An increased use of the Reference 
Library is reported, and requests for loans of books 
from this department for home-reading, which have 
been more numerous than ever, have been graciously 
acceded to. The last inStalment of {150 of the 
Carnegie Trust grant was received, and utilised chiefly 
for replacing poor editions of standard works by modern 
and attractive editions. The Junior Library and the 
Hospital Library service have both continued to do 
excellent work in their own special fields of aétion. 
Mr. A. W. Crockford, the Sub-Librarian, died duri 
the year after 49} years’ service. Mr. J. V. Summe 
was appointed to succeed him. 


Literary Note 


The 1936 edition of The Reference Catalogm 
of Current Literature is being published by 
J. Whitaker & Sons, Ltd., in November of 
this year. The new Reference Catalogue will be 
in the form of an Index Volume, without the 
volumes of publishers’ catalogues. It gives 
over two million details as to Author, Title, 
Editor, Translator, Size, Number of Pages, 
Series, Number of Edition, Illustrations, Bind- 
ing, Price, whether net or non-net, and Pub 
lisher’s name of all books in print and on sale 
in the United Kingdom to the end of 1935 by 
600 publishers, as against only 219 publishers 
in the 1932 and former editions. 
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LINCOLN 
LIBRARY 


OF ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION 


An authoritative, standard, up-to-date, 
easily used, mine of vital information. 


Already in use in many leading reference 
libraries in England, U.S.A., and abroad. 


NO REFERENCE LIBRARY IS COMPLETE 
WITHOUT IT 


Price £2. 32 0 


ROOKE BOOK AGENCY 
22 Courtfield Gardens, London, S.W.5 











SNEAD LIBRARY 
SYSTEM 


BOOKSTACKS, SHELVING, BOOK 
TRANSPORT, ILLUMINATION, AIR 
CONDITIONING AND GENERAL 
STACK AND LIBRARY PLANNING 


Some recent installations 
Manchester Central Library 
The London School of Economics 


The Educational Library of the London 
County Hall 


The Rars Book Library, Guildhall, London 
The Radcliffe Science Library, Oxford 


The Library of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, London 


The Manchester University Library 


Address enquiries to : 


LUXFER LIMITED 


16 Hill Street, Finsbury 
LONDON, E.C.2 

















All Classes of Society 

begin to demand information 
on the NATIONAL DIVIDEND. 
These two books will help 


ECONOMIC NATIONALISM 


MAURICE COLBOURNE 
3rd Edition. 3/6 


(Easily understood by beginners 
in Social Credit) 


PROPERTY — its substance 
and Value 

Le ComTe W. G. SERRA 
Introduction by the 


Dean of Canterbury. 2/6 net 


Write for Pro pecius of Figuvehead 
books including the Pioneer Series 








FIGUREHEAD, 13 Orange Street, London, W.C.2 


BOOKS WITH OVERSEAS 
INTEREST. 
Suitable for Children’s Libraries. 


THE PRICELESS JEWEL. By D. S. Battery. 
The adventures of an Indian Boy Scout and his 
rescue of a little Indian girl. 1s. 6d. 


CHOPSTICKS. By F.I.Coprinctron. Beautifully 
illustrated by HELEN JACOBs. 
A children’s classic. All about China and Chinese 
children. 2s. 6d. 


THE WIND LADY AND THE TWINS. - By 
REGINALD CALLENDER. With illustrations by 
Hitpa G. KERR. 

The lucky twins travel far and wide with the 
Wind Lady, and have also interesting adventures 
at the seaside. 2s. 6d. 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER. By A. M. Rostnson. 
The story of a Home School for children, whose 
parents are abroad. 1s. 6d. 

Postage extra. 





Publications Department, 


THE ZENITH PRESS 


19-21 SOUTHAMPTON ST., FITZROY SQUARE 
LONDON, W.1 
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Librarians will welcome this comprehen- 
sive volume which will much facilitate speedy 
reference. The publishers are to be com- 
mended for their enterprising innovation. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bartow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways, this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 

Apams (G. B.) Constitutional History of Eng- 

land. Ed. 2. 1935. Cope. tas. 6d. 

The last chapter of the edition of 1921 on The 
Recent Years has given way to four new chapters on 
The World War, The Irish Free State, The Post War 
Period and The Growth of Administration. There has 
also been a certain amount of new material in the 
chapter on Democratic England. 


Borropal.e (L. A.) Elementary Zoology for 
Medical Students. Ed. 3. 1935. O.U.P. 
ros. 6d. 

The edition of 1923 was revised in 1930. There 
are considerable alterations in the present revision, with 
certain amount of new matter throughout the book, 
especially in the chapter on Embryology. The chapter 
on the Crayfish and the account of Vorticella have now 
been omitted. 


Cape (L. H.) and Anstey (F.) The Book of 


the Rudge. Ed. 3. 1935. Pitman. 2s. 
This edition covers all 1933-5 models. 


Camm (FP. J.) The Book of the B.S.A. Ed. 7. 
1935. Pitman. 2s. 

Includes all 1935 models. 

CANNAN (Edwin) Money: its connexion with 
rising and falling prices. Ed. 8. King. 
3s. 6d. 

The first edition, consisting of part one only, was 
published at the close of the war, before the inflation 
of the currency had really commenced and its future 
was unknown. In this revision, completed just before 
the author’s death, the first part remains much as he 
wrote it. His views and conclusions are based on the 
later faéts he embodied in part two, which appeared 
first in 1923 and was extended again in 1926. The new 
material in this part is a section on plenty of com- 
modities. Part three has now been rewritten and is an 
amalgamation, with additions to date, of what remains 
of importance in the earlier editions. 


* 





De Castro (J. P.) The Law and Praétice of 
Hall-Marking Gold and Silver Wares. Ed, 
2. 1935. Technical Press. 21s. 

Such changes as have come about since the first 
edition of 1926 are set out in some twenty pages of 
preliminary matter. There is a new plate showing the 
Chester Hall Mark. 


Donkin (C. T. B.) The Elements of Motor 
Vehicle Design. Ed. 2. 1935. O.U.P. 
12s. 6d. 

This book, first published in 1926, is concerned 
with the application of the fundamental laws of 
mechanics to the designing of motor cars and is not 
concerned with body building. There are, however, 
several sections of the book—gearing and brakes in 
particular—that have been rewritten, and some obsolete 
matter discarded. Apart from these alterations ex- 
planatory matter has been added throughout the book, 


GarstanG (W.) Songs of the Birds. Ed. 3. 
Lane. 3s. 6d. 

To the first edition of 1922 there has been added 
a classification of birds, which may help to show the 
relations of the song-birds to the rest of the bird world, 
and a syStematic index. The chapter on the science of 
bird song which was added to the revision of 1923 has 
in part been rewritten. 


Haycrort (W. C.) The Book of the Norton. 


Ed. 2. 1935. Pitman. 2s. 
Covers 1932-1935 models. 


Manson (T. W.) The Teaching of Jesus. Ed. 
a. C.UP. 156. 

This edition differs only from that of 1931 by the 
addition of some three pages of notes. 
Martin (Geoffrey) Industrial and Manufaétur- 

ing Chemistry. Part 2. Inorganic. Ed. 5. 
1935. Technical Press. 28s. 

The revision is of detail only, the pagination being 
the same as the reprint of 1920. 

Preparp (A. J. S.) and Prircnarp (J. L.) 
Aeroplane Struétures. Ed. 2. 1935. Long- 
mans. 21s. 

The changes in aeroplanes since the first edition of 
1919 are such that little of the old text and illustrations 
remain of any value. The book has praétically been 
rewritten and certain modifications have been made. 
Se&tions dealing with aerodynamics and specifications 
for materials have been omitted, whilst scope of 
the book has been considerably extended in other 
direétions. 

Ramsey (A. S.) A Treatise on Hydromechanics. 
Part 2. Hydrodynamics. Ed. 4. 1935. Bell. 
16s. 

Written in 1912 to replace Besant’s Treatise on 
Hydromechanics. This ‘revision makes but few altera- 
tions to the text, but there is considerable new material 
as On contour integration and two dimensional motion. 
There is also a new chapter of some forty pages on 
viscosity. 
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DAY'S LIBRARY 


are exhibiting 
on Stand No. 23 
at the 


MANCHESTER GONFERENGE 





Mr. Keeping will be in 
charge of the Exhibit 
and Catalogues will be 
available on the Stand 


96 Mount Street, London, W.1 
Tel.: Gros. 2119 


DAY’S LIBRARY (1932) Ltd. 





DEAF 


NO NEED TO USE EARS TO HEAR 
WITH “BONADENTE” BONE CONDUCTION 


Really Better Hearing for Church, Conversation, 
Home, Talkies, Meetings, Shopping and street 
safety! No need to use ears to hear by this 
method, the very latest invention of bone con- 
duction. “ BONADENTE ” is perfection. En- 
tirely different from all else and combining 
amplification with amazing true-to-tone results— 
“ BONADENTE ” means that there is nothing to 
be worn in the Ear orifice and is really incon- 
spicuous. No matter what is the cause of your 
deafness—cases considered hopeless are now 
benefitting (so-called “‘ Stone Deafness"). This is 
the complete answer to your needs whatever you 
have tried or are using. Even if the drums are 
perforated or removed, bone conduction means 
that you hear by bone contact—no need to use 
your ears at all. 


CALL, Write or "Phone for FREE TEST 

309, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 
(Coloured building & 
square clock) 
Mayfair 1380/1718 
Birmingham, Bristol 
Cardiff, Exeter : : 


Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Hull, Leeds. 2 


Leicester, Liverpool, ime Re 
Manchester : : : 
Newcastle : THE WORLDS GREATEST HEARING SERVICE 




















FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


We'll see you 
at 
Manchester ! 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (10 /ines) 

















WASTELL’S 
EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPLY SERVICE 


Stand No. 7 


The Personal Service 
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RANKING (D. F. de L’H.) and others. The 
Rights and Duties of Liquidators, Trustees 
and Receivers. Ed. 19. Pitman. 15s. 

Originally published in 1886 and revised at inter 
vals since. The present revision is not extensive, save 
that all recent case decisions of importance have been 
added. 

ROSENHAIN (Walter) An Introduction to the 
Study of Metallurgy. Ed. 3. 1935. 
Constable. 20s. 

First published in 1914 and revised in 1916. The 
revision of the introductory chapter is chiefly the work 
of the author, but the rest of the considerable revision 
is the work of J. L. Haughton. There has been little 
alteration to the first four chapters, but the chapters on 
Thermal Study and Typical Alloy Systems have been 
completely rewritten, and much fresh matter has been 
introduced to various sections of the book. The reviser 
says that in the opinion of many modern metallurgists 
more drastic revision of the later part of the book is 
necessary, but he maintains that the book represents 
the views of Dr. Rosenhain. 

StiGANT (S. A.) and Lacey (H. M.) The 
J. and P. Transformer Book: being a 
practical technology of the power trans- 
former. Ed. 6. 1935. Johnson and Phillips. 
12s. 6d. 

Originally published in 1925 and last revised in 
detail in 1929, the present edition shows considerable 
alteration and extension and is now certainly one of the 
cheapest books on eleétrical machinery on the market. 
Praétically the whole of the book has been revised and 
there are a few sections of the earlier edition omitted. 
Besides much new material throughout the text there 
are twenty-one new chapters and ten appendices, so 
that the book is now more than double the size of 
the earlier editions. The photographic illustrations 
have been revised to include all the newest types. The 
reviser has had in mind the needs of the practical 
operating engineer and so the book should have a 
very wide appeal. 


CORRECTION. 
PERKIN (F. M.) Qualitative Chemical Analysis. 
Ed. 5. 1935. Longmans. gs. 


Review 


CATALOGUING : a Praétical Textbook for 
use in Libraries. By Henry A. Sharp, F.L.A. 
(Deputy Librarian, Croydon Public 
Libraries). Demy 8vo, cloth, pp: xviii., 314. 
Illustrated. Grafton, 1935. 12s. 6d. net. 
This is undoubtedly the best Cataloguing 

textbook that English librarianship has yet 

produced. It is well arranged, attractively 
written, has strong opinions without being 
dogmatic, and above all stimulates the critical 
faculties by a judicious use of the comparative 
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method. The student to whom comparison of 
rules and practices has previously been a night- 
mare, will find most of his fears resolved ; that 
troublesome seétion in the syllabus, “ the 
history of catalogues and cataloguing,” is 
neatly robbed of most of its terrors; that 
general ignorance of what a printed dictionary 
catalogue is like is removed by a series of 
facsimile pages of great dictionary catalogues. 

There are other distinctive and praiseworthy 
qualities which all show that the author 
thoroughly understands the problems of the 
Examination Student. Like every good teacher 
he insists on first things first—the order of 
entry details, punctuation, and capitalisation 
as a fundamental preliminary to any Study of 
the rules and choice of heading. He wisely 
emphasises that the first 57 of the 174 rules of 
the A-A. Code cover “ 75 per cent. or more of 
the books that the average cataloguer is likely 
to be called upon to deal with,” and as a first 
step to a sound grasp of the working of these 
rules he summarises them for the beginner in 
a very handy form. 

Unfortunately for the student, Examiners, 
unlike insurance companies, do not believe in 
“ average risks,” and the normal expectation 
of three examples to one in favour of personal 
authorship rarely materialises in the Examina- 
tion Room. For this reason Mr. Sharp pays 
careful attention to the various types of 
Corporate Authorship, and in addition to a 
very suggestive comparative treatment, 
supplies the student with a nicely tabulated 
summary and key to this portion of the Code. 

The book has in faét many “ short cuts” 
to the understanding of the rules, and by care- 
ful definition, explanation, and example (as 
in the case of dissertations and the treatment of 
oriental names and titles) the way of the student 
has been made smooth. 

Other distinétive features are the chapters 
on “ Special Cataloguing % (maps, plans, 
prints, music, etc.), on ‘‘ Co-operative and 
Centralised Cataloguing,” on that dark section 
of the syllabus called “‘ Selective Cataloguing,” 
and on that still darker section styled “ Modern 
Praétice.”” There is also a useful discussion on 
possible revisions and extensions of the A-A. 
Code, and most useful of all a chapter on the 
Student’s approach to the Cataloguing Examina- 
tion and an appendix of worked examples of 
some books set in recent years. 
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MUSIC LIBRARIES: Their Organisation and 
Contents, with a Bibliography of Music 
and Musical Literature 
By LIONEL ROY McCOLVIN, F.L.A. 


Chief Librarian, Hampstead Public Libraries, Hon. Sec. of the Library Association. 
(Author of “ Library Extension Work”; ‘‘ Theory of Book Selection,” etc.) 
and 


HAROLD REEVES 
Demy 8vo, Cloth. 336 pp. 15s, net. 
Scope of the Work. 


A full account of Music Libraries, public and private, their contents, organisa- 
tion, methods of arrangement, etc., together with a comprehensive classified biblio- 
graphy of the best works in all branches of music and musical literature. 

This work, which forms a guide for all librarians, teachers of music, and the music- 
loving public in general, will be an entirely new work by the author of ‘‘ Music in 
Public Libraries ” in collaboration w'th one who has devoted a lifetime to specialisa- 
tion in music publishing and setting. 


Introduction : Contents. 
Part ONE. Music in Public Libraries. 

I. General survey of history, scope, etc. ; Influences and factors governing provision of music 
and musical literature ; Selection, aims, methods ; Special types of music library and special 
kinds of provision. 

II. Accession, binding, storage, shelving, etc 

III. Cataloguing and classification of music, with a detailed survey of various cataloguing codes 
and classification schemes (with an expansion of McColvin’s scheme). 

IV. Miscellaneous questions ; co-operation with librarians ; musical societies, etc. ; Regional co- 
operation. 

Part Two. Music Libraries. 
A comprehensive descriptive list of musical libraries and important collections in Great 
Britain, America and Europe. 

PART THREE. Private Music Libraries. 
Personal music libraries. ‘‘ Collecting "’ music : aims, possibilities, methods, etc. Specialisa- 
tion; First editions, rarities, facsimiles, etc., etc. 

ParRT Four. Music—A Comprehensive Classified List. 
Containing standard, classical and modern music of all types, and indicating : (a) the basic 
music stock for a small library ; (6) stock for the library of medium size town ; and, (c) stock 
for a larger library. In addition to the above selections the list includes a majority of the 
items likely to be required by the general public and by students. Full particulars (title, 
number, publisher and price, etc.) are given and foreign publications are included. 

Part Five. Musical Literature. 
A comprehensive classified list of the best books on all branches of musical theory, practice, 
history, biography, etc. Important out of print books and foreign publications are included 
and full particulars are given. The lists are marked as above for small, medium and large 
libraries. 

INDEXES of authors and subjects. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51, Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1, England. Cable Address: Copticity, London. Inland Telegrams : 
Copticity, Westcent, London. Telephone : Holborn 6050. 


65 














66 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


The author has not only gone to a good 
deal of trouble in each seétion to find original 
examples to illustrate the various types of 
entry, but has also worked the added entries 
for each case. There are one or two instances 
in which the latter have not been consistently 
carried out, as in item 34 On p. 103; item 32 
on p. 119; and items 27 and 34 on p. 131. The 
additional references to item 37 on p. 103 are 
not warranted by the Code, and there are a 
few other cases, which, although apparently 
supported by the rules are nevertheless re- 
dundant, as, for example, item 17 on p. 130 
and item 22 on p. 131. In faét Mr. Sharp could 
have used these examples with advantage to 
improve his chapter on the revision of the 
\-A. Code as regards the general tendency 
towards over-cataloguing of directories, year- 
books, newspapers, and indexes to periodicals. 


And rather unfortunately the examples 
of Examination Cataloguing on pp. 289-294 
are not altogether consistent in pundtuation, 
italics, or Style of entry; and the examples 
showing repetition of the authors’ names n ful/ 
as part of the title when only initials are given 
on the title-page are not supported by A.A. 
rule 136. There is also a misprint on p. 238, 
where “ roughly 20 per cent.” should read 
roughly 10 per cent. 


The subjeé references given for Diétion- 
ary Catalogue practice are on right lines, but 
I see no reason why such references should 
not be used in the Subjeé& Index to the Classi- 
fied Catalogue. The waste involved in this 
repetition of cards under all variants of 
Mohammedanism on p. 292 is not so apparent 
in this case as there would be few subdivisions 
under Mohammedanism in an average size 
library. But a fair percentage of the subjects 
indexed in the Classified Catalogue have many 
aspects and demand much subdivision. Take 
for example the subject index references on 
p. 294. The subdivisions of “ Biography ” on 
the principle here laid down are legion; why 
repeat them under “‘ Lives ” when a reference 
from “ Lives ” to “ Biography ” is all that is 
necessary. The same applies to the headings 
““ Dramatists” and “ Playwrights” on the 
same page. Mr. Sharp in fact falls into the very 
error he condemns on p. 154 of referring from 
terms under which only a very pedantic type 
of borrower would ever think of looking. 





This leads on to another point which 
might be considered for future editions. No 
one has yet written a satisfactory article on the 
Index to the Classified Catalogue and the prob- 
lems involved, particularly those surrounding 
the indexing of polytopical books and the 
working out of a system of tracings to cover 
withdrawals. 

1 would also suggest that the chapter on 
Subje& Cataloguing for the Dictionary Cata- 
logue needs much fuller treatment. The 
chapter as it Stands is a very useful summary of 
things to do and things to avoid, but there 
are several matters needing extended treatment, 
while others are left untouched. Few assistants 
are in a position to see, let alone compare, the 
great Dictionary Catalogues or Subjeé& Indexes 
of large libraries. Many naively confess that 
they have never seen a Dictionary Catalogue. 
What they need is a clear statement of the 
points generally agreed upon, and I suggest 
that Mr. Sharp uses again his excellent com- 
parative method to bring out these agreements 
and variations of practice. For example, how 
does the British Museum, the London Library, 
the John Rylands Library, the great American 
and other large libraries interpret specific entry 
in practice ; how far do they subdivide under 
subject; does the practice vary as regards 
Country subdivided by subject and Subjeé 
subdivided by country ; do they agree in the 
use of ethnic, national, and geographical 
adjectives ; is there variation in the use of 
compound headings ; what is the attitude to 
inverted headings ; do they meet on common 
ground in respe& to entry of lives of famous 
Statesmen under the history of the country, 
and so on? 

The seétion on form headings and 
analytics is also rather thin. The former is in 
need of a few examples, the latter needs both 
examples for the Classified Catalogue and a 
discussion on the provision of a separate 
catalogue of subjeé analytics for both books 
and periodicals (especially technical) which can 
be periodically revised as the literature falls out 
of date. 

When a good book is received, one is 
of course always inclined to ask for more. 
The book already extends to some 330 pages 
and 8 plates, and the author probably thinks 
it is long enough. But I can assure Mr. Sharp 
that the student needs a little more help, 
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especially as regards Subject Cataloguing and 
Analytics, and by extending his treatment in 
the directions suggested he will consolidate 
the claim, to which his book even now is 
already entitled, to be called “ the most satis- 
factory textbook for the Library Association 
Cataloguing Examination.” 
J. CransHaw (Sheffield). 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


BuyinG List oF Books FoR SMALL LIBRARIES. 
Compiled by Marion Horton. 5th edition. 
Chicago, American Library Association. 
$1.35. 

Although published for the special information 
of small American libraries, this handy list will be found 
of considerable value to English librarians and students. 


CATALOGERS’ AND CLASSIFIERS’ YEARBOOK. 
Number Four, 1934. Compiled by The 
Catalog Section of the American Library 
Association. Frontis. Chicago, American 
Library Association. $1.25. 

The 4th volume of this Yearbook keeps well up 
to Standard. Many problems connected with cata- 
loguing and classification in both —_— and university 
libraries are dealt with at length and the practice detailed 
is of great value to Students. The Bibliography for the 
years 1933-34 is useful. 

County Lrprartes MANUAL. Prepared by 
The Committee of the County Libraries 
Association. Edited by A. S. Cooke, F.L.A. 
Foreword by E. Salter Davies, C.B.E., M.A. 
Library Association. (8s. 9d., post free, to 


members), 12s. 6d. net. 

The County Library is so different in its methods 
from the municipal library, that it is fully time that a 
separate volume was devoted to their history and 

ition at the present day. It is ten years since Mr. 
— Gray and Mr. R. Macleod published their 
books on County Libraries; since then these institu- 
tions have developed so considerably that to-day they 
are in every way comparable in importance with the 
biggest and best of the municipal libraries. 

An interesting suggestion which is advanced in 
this volume is that, with the widening of the scope 
of Education, there should be some governmental 
control and that the whole library system should come 
under the control of a small government department 
with an inspectorate. The idea is sure to raise con- 
siderable controversy, but there can be no doubt that 
it would be very beneficial to the smaller County and 
Municipal libraries, and it is hard to see what harm 
it do to the larger and more flourishing ones. 











New Pitman Books 


THE PRINCIPLES & PRACTICE 
OF ADVERTISING 


By R. Simmat, M.A. An exhaustive survey of adver- 
tising technique and the different sections of the 
Profession. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 518 pp. 15/- net 


EMBROIDERY AND 
NEEDLEWORK 


Being a Textbook on Design and Technique with 
numerous reproductions of original drawings and 
work by the Author. 








By Gladys Windsor Fry, King’s Prize Designer. 
Crown 4to, cloth gilt, 286 pp., with 12 plates in 
colour and 62 in half-tone, together with innumerable 
diagrams. 30/- net 


LINEN EMBROIDERIES 
By Etta Campbell Size 7jins. by 5jins., cloth, with 
many illustrations in line and half-tone 3/6 net 
THE TECHNOLOGY OF 
WOODWORK & METALWORK 


By Norman R. Rogers. Foolscap 4to, cloth gilt, 
337 pp., illustrated. 12/6 net 


Details post free. 


SIR ISAAC PITMAN & SONS, LTD. 
Parker Street, Kingsway London, W.C.2 




















Freer (P.) Outline of Card Cataloguing 
Practice. Reprint No. 1. South African 
Library Association. 7d. 

SpeicGHtT (P. M.) Reference Books for the 
Small Library. Reprint No. 2. South 
African Library Association. 7d. 

KENNEDY (R. F.) Dewey for the Small 
Library. Reprint No. 3. South African 
Library Association. 7d. 

These three reprints from “South African 
Libraries ” are an interesting indication of the up-to- 
date methods of libraries in South Africa and librarians 
here will be interested to read of the work their 
colleagues are doing over there. 

SHORT-TITLE CATALOGUE OF THE RESEARCH 
Liprary, from 1472 A.D. to the Present 
Day, Supplement. Compiled by Harry 
Price. Illus. University of London Council 
for Psychical Investigation. 2s. 6d. net. 

The valuable collection of works on research into 
the so-called Occult Sciences made by Mr. Harry Price 
and now constituting the Library of the University of 
London Council for Psychical Research was catalogued 
in 1929, as far as the original collection of some 10,000 
volumes was concerned. Since then some 2,500 items 
have been added and these are catalogued in the 
Supplement now issued. The whole Library forms 
perhaps the most complete in existence on its special 
Subject. 
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GENERAL. 

Bappe ey (M. J. B.) The Peak District. Eight 
maps and plans. 11th edition, re-written. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

This new edition of this well-known guide book 
has had to be considerably revised and in many places 
rewritten, but wherever possible the revisers have 
retained the original author’s wording, so that his 
admirers will still find his descriptions of the country- 


side. 
CALDER (Peter Ritchie) Roving Commission. 
Illus. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 


Romantic adventures of a journalist along the 
high-roads of Britain. Chatty, novel and entertaining. 


Courtenay (Ashley R.) Let’s Halt Awhile in 
and around Kent, Surrey and Sussex. Vol. 
1 (2nd edition), revised and enlarged. 
Being some recommendations from personal 
experience as to where to eat and sleep in 
these Counties. Illus. Courtenay. 1s. net. 
The scope of this book cannot be more fully or 
accurately described than it is in its title. Mr. Courtenay 
is a reliable guide and has discovered some places which 
all motorists will want to visit. The photographs 
throughout are excellent. 


Curtis (Julia) Mists and Monsoons. Illus. 
Blackie. 5s. net. 

The author tells the Story of her life which falls 
into two parts. Her childhood which was uncon- 
ventional was spent among an isolated village com- 
munity in the Highlands of Scotland fifty years ago. 
In the second part of the book she gives a delightful 
description of her life on a coffee plantation in India. 


Davin (Richard) The Janus of Poets. An essay 
on the Dramatic Value of Shakspere’s 
Poetry both good and bad. Cambridge 
University Press. 5s. net. 

The dramatic poet in choosing his particular 
medium, has chosen a two-edged weapon. The author 
of this essay has attempted to show how Shakespeare 
has met the advantages and disadvantages that a 
dramatic poet incurs. The growth of Shakespeare’s 
power is traced from his earliest plays, and the author 
has confirmed his statements by frequent and judicious 
quotations not only from Shakespeare’s own plays 
but also from those of many other Elizabethan 
dramatists. 


Go.psmirH (Margaret) John the Baptist. A 
modern interpretation. With wood en- 
gravings by John Farleigh. Barker. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

The character of John the Baptist has always 
been a subject of controversy. In this book Miss 
Goldsmith has attempted to forget the religious 
interpretations, and to approach her. subject without 
prejudice. She looks at John the Baptist from a modern 
point of view as an historical figure and interprets his 
character from a psychological aspeét. 


- 





Harrorp (Rev. John Battersby) Studies in the 
Book of Ezekiel. Frontis. Cambridge 
University Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ series of learned Studies of various aspeéts both 
textual and critical of the book of Ezekiel. The first 
chapter gives a brief sketch of previous critics up to 
1900, then the theories of Dr. Smith and Dr. Torrey 
are ably criticised. Finally there are two Excursuses 
on “‘The House of Israel” and on the “Divine Names 
in Ezekiel,” which, while being addressed primarily to 
professional bible critics, should also be cf interest to 
the general reader. 

Hem (Dr. Karl) Spirit and Truth. The 
Nature of Evangelical Christianity. Trans- 
lated by Rev. Edgar P. Dickie. Lutter- 
worth. 6s. net. 

Dr. Heim, who is rapidly becoming as well-known 
as his predecessor and compatriot Karl Barth, has 
set out in this book to investigate the fundamental 
differences between Roman Catholicism and ProtesStant- 
ism. He has attempted to synthesise the various writ- 
ings on the subjeét, special attention being given to the 
works of Karl Holl and Friederich Heiler. 

Jexiey (H.) and Harrison (J.) The De Luxe 
Ford Handbook. A complete guide for 
owners and prospective owners. _ Illus, 
Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

All Ford owners will wish to have this book, 
which, besides giving information on the mechanical 
side, gives sections on overhauling, cleaning and 
Storing the car, as well as chapters on driving, motor- 
ing law, etc. It is fully illustrated throughout. 
Macponatp (A. J., D.D.) Church Unity. 

Lutterworth Papers, No. 25. 3d. net. 
CoweE.t (Henry J.) The Edict of Nantes and 

Afterwards, 1685-1935. Lutterworth Papers, 

No. 26. 3d. net. 

Within the very limited space at their command 
both the authors of these two little pamphlets discuss 
very ably the subjeéts they have chosen. Everyone 
who has read the previous volumes will wish to read 
these also. 

Morrison (H.) and Assorr (W’. S.) Parliament, 
What it Is and How it Works, with a 
foreword by the Rt. Hon. Sir John Simon, 
M.P. 2nd edition. Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

That a second edition of this little work has been 
called for so soon is perhaps a sufficient indication of 
its worth. The authors have taken the opportunity of 
correéting certain inaccuracies and adding a litte t 
their original accounts. 

Mr. MrippLeETon TALKS ABOUT GARDENING. 
Frontis. Allen and Unwin. $s. net. 

_ A comprehensive seleétion from Mr. Middleton's 
well-known wireless talks is here colleéted in book 
form. As well as dealing very fully with fruit and 
vegetables, and not quite so fully with flowers, Mr 
Middleton has included a series of monthly reminders, 
which should be of great use to gardeners. Small 
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rdeners and allotment keepers will welcome this 
k. 
Murpocu (Nina) She Travelled Alone in 
Spain. Illus. Harrap. 8s. 6d. net. 

The authoress of this unusual book is a well- 
known AuStralian journalist. She has seen and 
described much more of Spain than the average tourist. 
Her accounts of conversations and encounters with 
gypsies, mule-drivers, maids of all work and other 
Strange people are entertaining and enlightening. 
Particularly interesting is the account of the time she 
spent living en famille. The old and the new Spain are 
mixed intimately in this book giving perhaps a better 
pi€ture of the country than many more serious books. 
Newton (Eric) The Artist and his Public. 

Allen and Unwin. Illus. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author, who is the art critic of the Manchefter 
Guardian, is well qualified to introduce the layman to 
an appreciation of art. Particularly the so-called 
“modern ” art, which requires a certain understanding 
of the aims of the artist and a knowledge of the trend 
of thought among artists during the last hundred years. 
Mr. Newton supplies this knowledge in a most read- 
able form. The numerous illustrations have obviously 
been chosen with considerable care and are a great 
asset to the book. 


NorTHFIELD (W.) What Life has Taught Me. 
A friendly effort to reveal the things that 
matter. Frontis. Fenland. 3s. net, cloth; 


2s. net, paper. 

This book gives plenty of commonsense advice 
to those who are unhappy or “ fed up.” The author’s 
remarks on the value of money and the importance 
of physical tone, should find many sympathetic listeners. 
His desire, as he himself expresses it, “ is to help you 
face life more cheerfully, more boldly, more con- 
tentedly.” 

Parks (Mercedes Gallagher) Shadows on the 
Road. Illus. Allen and Unwin. 8s. 6d. 


net. 

A chatty and rather slight book of travel im- 

ressions. The authoress set out to visit the haunts of 
t favourite poets and composers. She visits and 

describes with unremitting cheerfulness, places con- 
netted with Byron, Beethoven, Dante, Jane Austen 
and many others. 

RipGe (C. Harold) and Atrrep (F. S.) Stage 
Lighting Principles and Practice. Illus. 
Pitman. 7s. 6d. net. 

Although the treatment of the subjeét in this book 
is essentially practical; the artistic side is never neg- 
kefted. The most modern types of apparatus, including 
the latest type of colour organ, are described, and the 
subtle aid which appropriate lighting gives to a play 
is analysed. This book should be of great use both to 
— and amateur eleétricians. It is very fully 

rated. 


Rocers (Norman R.) The Technology of 
Woodwork and Metalwork. Illus. Pitman. 


12s. 6d. net. 
This comprehensive book which is intended 





primarily for the use of students who are preparing to 
be teachers of Handicraft, fully covers the require- 
ments of the various examining boards. It should, 
however, also be of use to practising teachers. It is 
fully illustrated throughout. 


Rossioom (J.) Diesel Hand Book. A Practical 
Book of Instruction for Engineers and 
Students on Modern Diesel Engineering, 
Lane, Marine, Locomotive, Aero, Auto- 
motive and Portable Installations. Illus. 
2nd edition. Diesel Engineering Institute. 
$5.00. 

A prattical handbook for all those interested in 
Diesel engines either theoretically or praétically. All 
points concerning the running, upkeep and repair of 
the Diesel engine are fully dealt with by means of a 
series of questions and answers. The work is very 
fully illustrated with coloured plates and diagrams, 
which serve to elucidate the text. 

Spurr (Frederick C.) The Man Who Holds 
the Keys. Lutterworth. 2s. net. 

In this small book the author considers a number 
of problems which worry the average man to-day, 
the myStery of human life and suffering, immortality, 
as well as discussing such creeds as Communism and 
Theosophy. He shows how Christ holds the key to 
the solution of these and all the other problems with 
which mankind is beset. 

STEPHENSON (James) Principles and Praétice 
of Commerce. Revised and enlarged edition. 


Pitman. 8s. 6d. net. 

The recent increase in the Study of Commerce as 
a branch of Applied Economics has made a new edition 
of this Standard textbook necessary. Considerable 
revision has been made in many seétions. It will be 
invaluable to all those who are going in for examina- 
tions in professional accountancy and secretarial train- 
ing. 

WALKE (Bernard) Twenty Years at St. Hilary. 
Methuen. tos. 6d. net. 

Father Walke is already known to a large circle 
of people as a valiant Christian and as the producer and, 
more recently, as the author of the delightful plays 
broadcast from his parish church of St. Hilary in 
Cornwall. In this book he recounts the story of his life 
at St. Hilary and tells of the famous ple he has met, 
artists, poets, Statesmen and many others. But through 
it all runs his deep love and appreciation of the simple 
Cornish folk to whom he has devoted his life. 


FICTION. 
Atsee (George) Not in a Day or Seven. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Claudine Witter is a wonder. To call her a 
Juggernaut of business is underStating the case. She 
made and sold razors in 1900, and five years later her 
business had grown so large that she required a build- 
ing twenty times the size and extra workpeople in 
proportion. But business was not her only care. She 
looked after her home and all the neighbours, had five 
daughters and brought them up in exemplary fashion ; 
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and in the end—but this powerful story must be read 

to be believed. 

Cocxinc (E. Tusting) Thunder Locally. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Peter Seele leaves his fiancée and her mother in 
a London heat wave to go to a lonely cottage and 
write another book of verse. Adventure follows 
adventure, all of a humorous kind. He gets into the 
wrong car and drives off, and when he reaches his 
bungalow on a pouring wet night, lo and behold, he 
i icks a rug off the floor of the car and uncovers a 

thing goddess. This is where the romance begins 
and it does not end till the last page of the book. 
CrownFretpD (Gertrude) Traitor’s Torch. 
Illus. Lippincott. 7s. 6d. net. 

Anne Allerdyce possesses a sack of money and 
rapacious Jedediah Worthen gets his eye on it. Anne 
is the daughter of a sea captain and lives in the 
hazardous times of the Revolution. She is taken from 
Long Island to Conneéticut for safety and is haunted 
by a human and dangerous “ ghost.” In the end all 
comes out for peace and happiness. 

Curzon (Virginia) The Virgin of the Forest. 
Harrap. 7s. 6d. net. 

A romantic Story of a scientist who, while on an 
expedition in Borneo, gets caught in a flood and 
rescued by the heroine, Crista. Their love story makes 
very charming reading. 

Drxon (Bingham) The Devil’s Elbow. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

It is no sinecure to run a ten-thousand acre ranch 
in Rhodesia, and so George Bentinck discovers almost 
before he has got settled in. His prize cattle die, fire 
destroys his property, hard luck follows him and he 
gets into jail. But in the end the Once Again ranch 
turns up trumps. 

Goopat.t (Cedric) Hidden Death. Blackie. 
3s. 6d. net. 

It was very unsafe for an American millionaire, 
with money all over him, to Stay at the Hotel Luxurious. 
One saved his life by becoming a sort of god, and this 
“ busted the show.” 

Goopcui_p (George) McLean Knows Best. 
Ward, Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

InspeGtor McLean certainly gets hold of some 
interesting cases. This volume contains many really 
good crimes and investigations. 

Jerson (E.) The Dangerous Twins. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Jepson’s new set of “twins” are not as 
interesting as “ Erebus and Terror,” and perhaps he 
is not quite so successful with the thriller as with his 
more humorous sketches. But it is quite a good story. 
Kye (Sefton) Silence. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

A murder problem of considerable interest. The 
many snags in the investigation cause considefable 
complications. 

Locu (J. M.) The Hopping Ha’penny. 
Methien. 7s. 6d. net. 
A humorous book about a man who is haunted by 


° 


” 





a halfpenny. The old tradition comes from Ireland and 


the Story has an Irish flavour. 
Lorrs (Norah) I Met a Gypsy. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 


A series of episodes, dealing with the lives of a 
gypsy family and its descendants from 1536 to 1935. 
The unruly Strain in the blood comes out and leads to 
wild adventure and sorrow. 

McCreary (Dorothy) Not for Heaven. 
Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

Ma Bostwick, her daughter Etta, her son, Earl, 
and the wife Lulu, whom he introduces into the family 
without previous warning, are all real charaéters. Even 
Ned, the horse, who is so intertwined in Ma Bostwick’s 
affections that sometimes he comes before the 
lives and breathes with the best of them. This should 
become a very popular story. 

Price (Marjorie M.) Hero in Disguise. Mills 
and Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is a tale of the Stage, and the villain of the 

lay becomes the hero, and vice versa. Ann Rolfe- 

) is left in charge of her younger sister, Benita, 

who carries her Stage career farther than Ann’s. Their 

respective love Stories make good reading. 

Romarns (Jules) Men of Good Will. Trans- 
lated by Gerard Hopkins. Book VIII. 
Provincial Interlude: Lovat Dickson. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

The scene of this novel, as the title implies, is laid 
in provincial France. It opens in Bergerac, and we find 
the Marquis de Saint-papoul being elected as Deputy. 
We hear of his daughter p sal s marriage, of the social 
life of the place and of the aétivities of the clever 
Mionnet full of his diocesan interests. Subtle, sparkling 
with detail and true to life, this volume of M. Romains 
work will be as widely sought after as its predecessors, 
and librarians must not fail to add it to the series 
already on their shelves. 


Sran.LeY (George) The Blue Light. Blackie. 


38. 6d. net. 
The usual master criminal, dope, lovely heroine 
and deteétive hero all complete. 
Tarr (Marjorie) Mascots. Mills and Boon. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Maisie cruises round the Hebrides and the good 
old adage that Strange things happen at sea comes 
true. Then she gets landed on an island with the hero, 
and eventually of course things Straighten out. 

JUVENILE. 

CALLENDER (Reginald) The Wind Lady and 
the Twins. Illus. Zenith Press. 2s. 6d. 
net. 

A merry Story of Heather and Irene Christie (the 
twins) and Wogs, their little brother. Heather tells the 
Story in her own language, and her point of view is 
quite interesting. 

PENNEY (Joan) Melka in England. Illus. by 
D. L. Mays. Methuen. 6s. net. 

Young readers will love this Story of an Amb 
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LIBRARIES FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
IN EUROPE AND AMERICA 


by 


H. PHILIP SPRATT, B.Sc., A.I.Mech.E., London, 
A.S.M.E., New York, V.D.I., Berlin 


(Science Museum, London) 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. 256 pp. Frontis. ros. 6d. net. 


SCOPE OF THE WORK: Scientific Research, says the author, is international, 
and in this volume he gives descriptions of the work of Scientific Libraries all over 
the world, beginning with the Science Museum Library in London, passing on to 
the other specialised scientific libraries of the Metropolis ; from there he swoops 
down, to use his own words, upon his Parisian colleagues to catch them at their 
scientific documentation, meanders across the continent of Europe into studious 
Scandinavia, proceeds to Helsingfors where three libraries are worthy of attention 
and so to the libraries of Soviet Russia. Then he takes us across the Atlantic 
to the home of the Dewey Classification where more than thirty scientific libraries 
receive his particular attention. The author has visited the libraries he writes of, 
and, to use his own words again, has probed their inner secrets for the purpose 
of his book. 


CONTENTS: Introduction ; Chapter I., Work in the Science Museum Library ; 
Chapter II., Specialised Science Libraries in London; Chapter III., Scientific 
Documentation in Paris; Chapter IV., Science Libraries on the European Con- 
tinent ; Chapter V., Libraries of Soviet Russia ; Chapter VI., Scientific Librarian- 
ship in America. 


Grafton & Co. 


Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.I 
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pony which goes through as many adventures as a 
human being, and comes happily to rest in an Enylish 
home—namely her Stable at Woodside Farm. 

Rostnson (A. M.) Birds of a Feather. Illus. 


Zenith Press. 1s. 6d. net. 

This is something different in school Stories, for it 
tells of the east and the life of the children of the 
Missionaries in a home school. A bright little Story 
which has a coloured frontispiece. 

SHaw (Norah G.) Vermilion. Illus. by 
Ursula Moray Williams. Methuen. 5s. net. 

A quaint tale about quaint beings: Agapanthus, 
the blue-haired ogre, Cobalt, the ogress, and their 
red-haired offspring, who naturally takes the name of 
Vermilion. The Story of Vermilion will enthrall its 
readers, and her friend, the dragon, is, to use a 
vulgarism, a scream ! 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BULLETIN OF THE JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY, 
MANCHESTER, Vol. 19, No. 2, July, 1935.— 
BULLETIN of the American Library Association, 
July, 1935.—THE LIBRARIAN, July, 1935.— 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, July, Aug., 
1935. — LIBRARY JOURNAL, _ July, 1935.— 
RE \DE RS’ REVIEW, Welling On Public Libraries, 
April, May, June, jul y, 1935.—SCIENCE PRO- 
GRESS, July, 1935. 


University Intelligence 


T'ne following awards have been made at University 

College, London, in the School of Librarianship :— 

Entrance Exhibitions: Audrey Heaton-Smith (Royal 
Holloway College); L. J. Jolley (University 
College, London). 

Sir John MacAlister Medal (for the most distinguished 
of the Diploma Candidates of the year): T. S. 
Broadhurst, B.A. 

The following have passed the examination for the 
Diploma in Librarianship : P. N. ArmStrong, B.A.; 
W. Ashworth, B.Sc.; Mary H. Bailey, B.A. ; 
Kathleen M. Bell, B.A.; T. S. Broadhurst, B.A. ; 
Elsie D. Corbett, B.A.; M. S. Crouch, B.A.; 
Elizabeth H. S. Curtis, B.A.; Joan W. Dedman, 
B.A.; Juliet A. B. Dun, B.A.; Florence R. 
Ellison, B.A.; N. Forbes, B.A.; K. N. Goodey, 
B.A.; Mary H. Hargreaves, B.A.; Joan M. 
Harries, B.A. ; Margaret L. Harries, B.A.; A. P. 
Howse, B.A.; Ruth Jacobowitz; Betty Jones, 
B.A.; Mary Kennedy, B.A.; J. L. Kirby, B.A. ; 
Margaret H. Lawson, B.A.; Mary D. Liggett, 
B.A.; Margaret J. Milkins, B.A.; Dorothy M. 
Moore, B.A.; R. J. Nayudu, B.A.; Ida A. 
Newman, B.A.; Margaret G. Phemister, M.A. ; 
L.-es-L.; Mary Piggott; E. P. Pritchard, B.A. ; 
Jean Robertson, B.A.; G. H. Robinson, B.A. ; 
Elizabeth A. J. B. Sinclair, M.A.; H. S. A. Smith, 
B.A.; Mary F. Smith, B.A.; Margaret F. L. 
Talbot, M.A.; P. Wade, B.A.; Joan Wells;B.A.; 
Dorothy L. worms, B.A.; Christina M. 

Woodward, B.A. Yacomeni, B.A. 

following have ‘obtained the full raw in 
Librarianship: Margery Northrop, B.A.; A. C. 
Penter, B.A. 





THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Correspondence 
The Editor, THe Liprary Wor.p. 


Sir, July 29th, 1935. 

It cannot be too widely known that a States 
ment in the leading article of the Record for 
July (p. 256) is misleading, if not quite ins 
correct. This article states that the L.A.—thé 
Council is meant—has considered the questiogi 
of the relations between the Board and publi¢ 
libraries, and that only a year ago the Council 
adopted a recommendation “that the time 
was not ripe for action to be taken or eve 
for a general enquiry to be initiated by the 
Council.” The article goes on to say “ this is 
no evasion but a real verdict.’ 

Now the facts are as follows :—A Sub-Coms 
mittee to consider the question of inspectia 
was set up on December 7th, 1933. It me 
eight months later on September 1oth, 1934 
on the Monday of the Conference week, wheg 
five members were present, and sat for abo 
three-quarters of an hour. It held no othe 
meeting, but sent to the Council the recom 
mendation quoted above. The Coung 
adopted this recommendation without debatg 
As this small sub-committee was appointe 
to consider inspection, and as it held only ong 
short meeting can it be said that they gave 
anything like adequate consideration to thi 
big question ? I have spoken to a number @ 
councillors and they cannot remember ang 
debate taking place on the general relationg 
between the Board and public libraries. 
1934 the question was evaded, 

What happened in 1934, however, does ne 
matter now; then it may have been wise 
shelve a difficult question. But in 1935 th 
State of affairs is different, because the Carnegi 
Trustees have brought the question to 
front in their report. My point is that 
Council must now consider the whole matt 
thoroughly: if they want transfer they m 
work for it; if they do not, they must 
prepared to fight it. Remember that ¢ 
Kenyon Committee was set up without & 
advice and without the knowledge of @ 
Council as a body. 

Yours, etc., 
Ernest A. SAVAG 


Edinburgh Public Libraries. 
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